
By Abby Hooven
The Eminence boys

basketball team suffered
a narrow 78-76 defeat on 
Wednesday against Lud-
low.

The Warriors trailed 
by four with 31 seconds 
remaining before scoring
with 0.7 seconds left to cut 
the final score to a two-
point loss.

“I didn’t think we had
a good energy level all 
night. From the tip to
the end, it came in little 
spurts. We didn’t have 
five guys locked in all at
once at all throughout the 
night,” said head coach
Brandon Gabbard. “We 
didn’t seem to be all that
focused. We didn’t seem 
to be enthusiastic. We 
seemed like we were go-
ing through the motions 
too much.”

Eminence fell behind 
16-14 after one quarter of  
play. Senior Elijah League 
kicked off  the game with 
a long two-point shot and
evened the score at 4-4 on 
a shot in the paint with 
5:39 to go in the period.

The Panthers pushed
the lead to five after two
straight baskets by Matt
Wolfinbarger, but the 
Warriors stormed back.

Led by two layups from
League and one from Bla-
din Malone, Eminence
took the lead 12-11 with 
1:54 remaining in the
first quarter. Both teams 
exchanged layups before
Jaxson Rice hit a three 
with 25 seconds left.

Ludlow tried to in-
crease the gap in the 
second quarter, but Emi-
nence always found a way 
to claw back. A free throw 
from Elijah Perrin boost-
ed the lead to six before 
Avery Holland sank two
free throws of  his own
with 4:38 left in the half.

The Panthers respond-
ed with a corner three 
to go ahead 27-20. Yet,
two straight layups for
Eminence moved the lead 

back down to three.
Perrin drilled a base-

line jumper to put Lud-
low ahead once again by
six, but Eminence scored 
three consecutive layups 
to tie the game with nine 
seconds left. Perrin’s 
magic continued as he
beat the halftime buzzer 
for a three to send Ludlow
into the break leading 35-
32.

Eminence struggled 
to contain the Panthers 
from behind the arc. 
Shots rarely seemed to 
roll out from three as Lud-
low ended with 14 made
3-pointers in the win.

“They lit our zone up.
Too many times, some-
one waiting for some-
body else to contest a shot
rather than somebody 
stepping up and contest-
ing it themselves,” said 
Gabbard.

Ludlow’s sharp shoot-
ing was especially detri-
mental to the Warriors 
in the third quarter. The 
Panthers netted five tri-
ples, most of which were
barely contested, in the 
eight-minute span.

The first three came
just 15 seconds into the 
half, and Ludlow followed
it up with a steal and a 
layup to force Gabbard to 
call a timeout.

Out of  the brief  pause,
Josh Ruzanka and 
Malone knocked down
back-to-back threes to off-
set the quick start from
the Panthers.

Rice hit his second
3-pointer of  the period 
with 6:30 to go, but League 
cut the lead back down to 
two with a putback on the 
left block.

Eminence stayed in the 
game with its consistency
in the post, most notably
when Ludlow moved into 
a zone defense.

“We went down there
and did well with it, espe-
cially when they went to
zone, we pushed the ball 
down into the paint and

scored a lot there,” said
Gabbard.

However, the Warriors 
left the Panthers open too
many times in the third 
quarter and paid for it.
Perrin had the hot hand 
for Ludlow, hitting two
3-pointers to push the ad-
vantage to 51-44. 

Ruzanka chipped in 
two layups to boost Emi-
nence, but the Warriors 
didn’t make much of  a 
dent until the last 2:30 of  
the quarter. 

Eminence ended the 
third on a 10-5 run, includ-
ing four straight points in
the final 1:15, to trail 60-58 
heading into the fourth 
quarter. 

The Warriors tied the 
game with 7:03 left on 
a dish from Ruzanka to 
League for a layup. Lud-
low countered with two
layups to pull ahead by 
four, but League hit a shot
down low with contact to 

get within two points.
The barrage of  threes

from the Panthers car-
ried over into the fourth 
quarter. Rice hit a con-
tested three with 4:17 to
go and Perrin connected 
from deep with League’s
hand in his face to put 
Ludlow in the lead 73-67.

Eminence got back
within two following an
and-1 from League, who 
missed the free throw, 
with 2:24 remaining. An-
other three from Bran-
denburg left the Warriors 
in a five-point hole but
Malone offset the shot 
with a three with 1:16 to
go.

Eminence had a chance 
to tie the game after Lud-
low was called for a foul
on its inbound attempt, 
but the Warriors turned 
the ball over and the Pan-
thers hit a layup to move
ahead by four with 31 sec-
onds left.

Morgan Powers man-
aged to corral the ball on 
a scrappy defensive effort 
by Eminence in the final 
seconds and hit a layup
with 0.7 remaining, but 
Ludlow held on to win.

“I told them at halftime, 
if  you’re going to be con-
tent with just scoring 
with them because we felt
like we could score with
them, you’re just putting
yourself  at way too much
risk,” said Gabbard.

Upset with the energy 
from his team, Gabbard 
noted Ludlow’s hustle 
and willingness to com-
pete.

“They beat us to loose
balls. They beat us to long
rebounds and our Achil-
les heel is always turn-
overs and we turned it 
over quite a bit,” Gabbard
said. 

Eminence commit-
ted 18 turnovers, which
resulted in a number of  

points for the Panthers.
“We never got consecu-

tive stops. Getting loose 
balls, getting those long
rebounds, when we could 
build any momentum, it 
was just constantly chas-
ing, chasing and we never
got over the hump,” Gab-
bard said.

Rice led Ludlow with 26
points and five 3-pointers 
and Brandenburg ended
with 20 points.

League had a team-high 
27 points for Eminence, 
with Ruzanka following 
him with 22 points.

The loss moves Emi-
nence to 4-5 on the season. 
After a few days off, the
Warriors head to a tour-
nament in Burgin late in
the week.

“That was a disappoint-
ing loss. I felt like we
could beat that team and 
we just didn’t get it done,”
said Gabbard.

Eminence falls short against sharpshooting Panthers

Staff Report
Help improve Kentucky’s fisheries by donating 

your natural Christmas tree to the Kentucky De-
partment of  Fish and Wildlife Resources’ “Christ-
mas for the Fishes” tree recycling program this holi-
day season.

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife will be accepting ev-
ergreen trees at more than 30 drop-off  locations 
across the commonwealth from Dec. 26 through Jan. 
15, 2023. The nearest location for Henry County resi-
dents is Guist Creek Lake Marina in Shelbyville.

Trees should be real, not artificial and should be 
free of any lights, garland and decorations. Limbs, 
wreaths, brush or other plants will not be accepted.

Donated Christmas trees will be anchored to envi-
ronmentally-friendly weights and submerged at var-
ious depths in different lakes and reservoirs across 
Kentucky to provide places for fish to feed, shelter 
and spawn. They make great refuge and feeding hab-
itat for game fish, as well as small fish and inverte-
brates that are crucial for a thriving ecosystem.

“Fish require more than open water to thrive,” 
said Joseph Zimmerman, habitat program coordi-
nator for Kentucky Fish and Wildlife. “They also 
require an environment that provides food, shelter 
and shade in summer. The trees will help replenish 
the woody cover in lakes and reservoirs that decays 
over time, leaving fish vulnerable to their surround-
ings.”

The locations where trees are installed generally 
become hot spots for fish species targeted by anglers 
such as bass, bluegill and crappie. These locations 
are marked with GPS coordinates and available 
through the “Lakes with Fish Attractors” page on 
the department’s website to help anglers.

Kentucky Fish and Wildlife is funded through the 
sale of fishing and hunting licenses, boat registra-
tions and related grants. Conserving Kentucky’s 
fishes and their habitats and providing related rec-
reational opportunities are important aspects of  the 
department’s mission.

For more information about the Christmas tree re-
cycling program or to find a drop-off  location, visit 
the department’s website (fw.ky.gov) or call 1-800-858-
1549, 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. (Eastern) weekdays, exclud-
ing holidays.

Recycle your natural
Christmas trees to
provide fish habitatBy the time you are 

reading this, Christmas 
day has come and gone. 
I hope you had a restful 
holiday filled with joy 
(and Christmas cookies).

My holiday is often 
spent the same way each 
year. Wake up earlier 
than I’d like, open gifts, 
eat a small lunch before 
heading off  to the movie 
theater for our annual 
movie watching, come 
home, eat a hearty meal 
and relax until bed.

I have boycotted the 
movie tradition in re-
cent years as movie 
theaters leave me with 
the worst headache. So 
instead, I plop down on 
the couch with a plate 
of  cookies and watch 
five straight NBA games 
from noon to midnight. I 
have hours of  entertain-
ment in the comfort of  
my own home, and I can 
yell at the TV without 
getting shushed.

Watching basketball 
on Christmas has be-
come one of  my favor-
ite parts of  the holiday. 
When I first took an 
interest in professional 
basketball, I was glued 
to the TV on Dec. 25. I’d 
only take a break to eat 
dinner as a family be-
fore it was back to hoops. 
Now, I try my best to 
catch every game, but 
I certainly never miss 
when Dallas plays.

Of  course, Christmas 
is about more than a cou-
ple of  basketball games 
and whether or not we 
all watch Frozen in the-
aters as a family. One of  
the biggest parts of  the 
day, as we all know, is 
the gifts. While presents 
are not the main reason 

for the season, it seems 
that gift-giving is highly 
important and we put so 
much pressure on our-
selves to find the perfect 
present.

I am horrible at buy-
ing the right gifts for 
my family and friends. I 
can search for hours at 
multiple stores and still 
have no idea what to get. 
While I struggle to find 
gifts, buying for me is 
a walk in the park. Just 
find something related 
to sports and I’m a happy 
camper.

Over the years, I have 
received an assortment 
of  sports-related gifts 
on Christmas morning. 
After all, I spent nearly 
every day practicing 
or watching a sport of  
some kind.

When I was in middle 
school, I got my first vol-
leyball. I had just started 
playing and I was eager 
to practice day and night 
outside my house. By 
now, that ball has been 
beaten and torn apart 
from years of  hitting it 
into the fence and roll-
ing into the bushes and 
under the cars in our 
driveway.

Of  course, any athlete 
knows athletic apparel is 
a guaranteed present un-
der the tree. I’ve opened 
Nike socks, new shoes, 
sweatpants, T-shirts, 
hoodies, etc. for years, 
but sometimes the team 
on those items varies.

Last year, my dad gave 
me a Houston Rockets 
hoodie from his trip to 
Texas to see my sister. As 
a Dallas Mavericks fan 
through and through, 
my friends questioned 
how I could wear anoth-
er team across my chest. 
I can make a few excep-
tions when the people 
I love gift me another 
team’s apparel, but my 
loyalty remains to Dal-
las.

My relentless love for 
the Mavs makes gift-giv-
ing easy for my family, 
but the passion extends 
into other areas of  the 
holiday on occasion.

I had the privilege of  
meeting Mark Cuban at 
a Pacers game years ago. 
Like every year, we sent 
out a Christmas card 
to our extended family 
with photos from activi-
ties throughout the past 
12 months. Being the 
basketball fanatic I am, 
I forced my mom to put 
my picture with Mark 
Cuban on the collage. 
Did Mark Cuban ever see 
the Christmas card? No. 
Did I feel cool showing 
off  for my relatives? Yes. 
Did they have any idea 
who the man was next to 
me? Questionable. But I 
knew, and my dad knew, 
and that was all that 
mattered.

While I enjoy open-
ing a new Dallas shirt 
or running shoes, my 

favorite gifts are never 
physical items. Often, I 
receive basketball tick-
ets as my main gift on 
Christmas. The game 
is usually the same: the 
Indiana Pacers vs. Dal-
las Mavericks. Indiana is 
the closest arena at a rea-
sonable price and Dallas 
only visits once a year.

Each time, my dad 
accompanies me to the 
game. He’s the most 
willing to sit and watch 
12 hours straight of  
hoops on Christmas, so 
it makes sense that he 
joins me for the games. 
We always come home 
with far too many sto-
ries of  taking the wrong 
exit to the arena or hear-
ing a conversation that 
made us chuckle a little 
too hard in our seats.

As time goes on, it be-
comes harder to remem-
ber every gift I’ve given 
or received. I forget the 
scores for each game I 
watch on Christmas day 
and which player had 
the most points. I can’t 
easily recall the different 
movies we’ve gone to see 
and how many made my 
head pound for hours.

My memory fails me 
on the materialistic 
parts of  Christmas, but 
I will never forget the 
people who made each 
moment special.

In a way, gift-giving 
isn’t so stressful after all. 
It doesn’t matter what’s 
under the tree; it’s who 
is sitting around it that 
brings the holiday spirit 
to life.

Perhaps, good com-
pany is the greatest gift 
of  all.

The best Christmas gift
isn’t under the tree
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Josh Ruzanka scrambles for a loose ball in the final seconds of the game. Ludlow held on for a 78-76 win.
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BY ABBY HOOVEN
The Eminence baseball team kicked 

off the Eighth Region All “A” Tourna-
ment with a resounding 15-0 victory over 
Gallatin County in three innings on Mon-
day.

The Warriors have scored 37 runs in 
three games against the Wildcats this 
season while giving up one.

“We talked about it again this week, we 
are a team that needs to be aggressive. 
That’s when we are at our best. That was 
the key to beating Gallatin, jumping on 
them fast and continuing to score runs,” 
said head coach T.J. Kelley.

Eminence began the game with a 
1-0 lead after one inning. Elijah League 
scored from third base off a wild pitch for 
the opening run.

League had a strong offensive perfor-
mance, ending with three runs, four hits 
and four RBI.

Gallatin County drew one walk in the 
bottom of the first following a ground 
out, but the Warriors converted a ground 
out and a fly out on the next two plays to 
quickly end the frame.

The Warriors burst out of the gates in 
the second inning with five straight hits. 
Tanner Simpson began with a single to 
center field, and he scored on the follow-
ing play off a single by Kendrick Cassity.

John Nickell got in on the action with 
an RBI triple to left field. Cassity scored 
on the play to push the lead to 3-0.

League followed up his first inning 
run with an RBI single to second base to 
bring in Nickell.

After a single by Bladin Malone, 
League came across home on a ground 
out from Vince Dentinger to extend the 
margin to 5-0.

The Warriors drew two straight walks, 
one off a hit by pitch, to load the bases 
and set up the sixth run of the game. 
Bladin Malone scored on an error by the 
Wildcats to put Eminence in the lead 6-0.

Tanner Malone capped off the six-run 
inning by scoring on an error by Gallatin 
County’s second baseman on an infield 
fly from Simpson.

The Wildcats started the bottom of 
the second inning with a line out before 
putting one on base off an error by the 
Warriors. Yet, Gallatin County’s next bat-
ter lined into a double play to close out 
the frame.

The offensive firepower exploded in 
the third inning for Eminence with eight 
runs to hit the 15-run threshold for a 
mercy rule.

Nickell led off with a single and scored 
on the next play off an RBI double by 
League. Two batters later, League came 
across home on a triple to center field 
from Dentinger. The play put the War-
riors ahead 9-0 with one out on the board.

Eminence hit double digits on an RBI 
single to left field by Dallin Malone.

The Warriors put runners on each 
base with a walk and a single, and all 
three scored with Cassity up to bat. Dal-
lin Malone started off by scoring on a 
wild pitch, and Cassity’s single to right 
field brought in Landen Greer and Simp-
son to boost the lead to 13-0.

League completed the flurry of runs 
with a two-run RBI single to center field.

Gallatin County had no chance to gain 
any momentum at the plate in the third 
to prevent an early ending. The Wildcats 
went three up, three down to conclude 
the game.

Eminence held Gallatin County with-
out a hit. Pitcher Austin Bright recorded 
one strikeout in 37 pitches against 10 
batters.

Meanwhile, the Warriors put up 14 
hits and 12 RBI. Nickell chipped in three 
runs, two hits and an RBI and Cassity 
added two runs, two hits and three RBI.

Notably, all nine batters in the lineup 
recorded a run.

The victory helped Eminence advance 
to the semifinals against Walton-Verona 
on Tuesday night at Gallatin County.

The Bearcats held the Warriors to two 
total hits en route to a 6-0 win.

“Overall, I was pleased with our play. 
We came out of the gate strong the first 
game against Gallatin but struggled at 
the plate against Walton-Verona. Wal-
ton-Verona is a very good, disciplined 
team and we knew that we would need 
to cut down on any mistakes to be there 
at the end. We played well but just strug-
gled with a few mistakes throughout the 
game,” said Kelley.

Eminence opened the game by reach-
ing on an error before Walton-Verona 
struck out two batters and forced a pop 
out to leave Nickell on base.

After a leadoff walk, the Bearcats took 
a 1-0 lead on an RBI single to shortstop. 
Eminence clamped down to record three 
straight outs after the run, but went three 
up, three down at the plate in the top of 
the second to put Walton-Verona back on 
offense.

The Warriors returned the favor and 
retired the side in order to leave the mar-
gin at 1-0 after two innings.

Cassity was the sole batter to get on 
base in the third after drawing a walk. 
He was left on base after a strikeout and 
a pop out.

Walton-Verona had its back against the 
wall with two outs to open the bottom of 
the third, but the Bearcats capitalized on 
an Eminence error in right field to bring 
in two runs and push the lead to 3-0.

Eminence’s struggles at the plate 
continued in the fourth inning. Bladin 
Malone was struck out to lead off the 
frame and Dentinger and Tanner Malone 
grounded out to quickly conclude the 
Warriors’ turn on offense.

The Bearcats tacked on the fourth run 
of the night in the fourth inning. Ethan 
Hager grounded out to second base, but 
Cayden Smithers scored on the play.

Greer put up one of Eminence’s two 
hits in the fifth inning on a single to cen-
ter field. Yet, he was picked off at first 

with Simpson up to bat and Walton-Vero-
na struck out Simpson to halt the brief 
spurt of momentum.

The Warriors had a chance in the 
sixth inning to snap their cold spell after 
putting Nickell and League on base off 
Bearcat errors. Walton-Verona had other 
plans and converted a double play off a 
pop up from Bladin Malone to thwart the 
potential threat from Eminence.

The Bearcats added to the lead with a 
two-run RBI single from Smithers in the 
bottom of the sixth. Eminence went three 
up, three down in the seventh to send 
Walton-Verona to the championship. The 
Bearcats won 10-1 over Carroll County 
for the title.

“Walton Verona is a very good team. 
Their pitchers keep you off balance and 
keep you guessing the next pitch. A very 
well coached team,” said Kelley. “Looking 
back, them holding us to two hits was 
frustrating on our part but holding them 
to three hits kept us in striking distance. 
A few mistakes throughout the game put 
us in a position that we needed to play 
catch up. We will clean those mistakes up 
and get back to what we do the best.”

Evan Kerns struck out 12 batters 
for Walton-Verona. Greer notched two 
strikeouts and League added three in 2.1 
innings on the mound.

For their play, Bright and League were 
named to the All-Tournament team.

The Warriors followed up the All 
“A” Tournament with a 14-7 road win 
against Cornerstone Christian Academy 
on Thursday, April 13. The win puts the 
team’s record at 7-5 overall.

“I am very proud of how far this team 
has come in such a short period. The 
leadership of this team is growing stron-
ger each day. The players believe in one 
another and believe in themselves each 
game,” said Kelley.

Eminence had two non-district games 
scheduled before a pair of games against 
Henry County on April 18 and 20.

“This team has been very focused on 
playing better baseball and continuing to 
get better no matter who we are playing. 
We have made it a focus of our season 
not to look at the name across the jersey, 
playing each game like the last. This dis-
trict is a very tough district, teams are 
evenly matched, and we need to prepare 
each week for tough games,” said Kelley.

Eminence advances to semis of All ‘A’ tourney, falls to Bearcats

Abby Hooven
Elijah League helped Eminence to a 15-0 
win over Gallatin County on Monday 
night with three runs, four hits and four 
RBI. League was named to the All-Tourna-
ment team for his performances.

BY ABBY HOOVEN

March Madness is in 
my blood. On the 
day I was born, my 

dad had March Madness 
playing on the hospital 
room TV. When I say I 
was born a basketball fan, 
this is what I mean.

Each year, I count down 
the days until my birthday 
and it just so happens 
the countdown coincides 
with the beginning of the 
NCAA tournament.

While my heart belongs 
to professional basketball, 
March Madness is one of 
my favorite times to be a 
sports fan.

On Selection Sunday, 
I race to print off two 
brackets. One I fill out like 
normal, hoping I finally 
curate the right upsets 
to achieve the perfect 
bracket we all strive for 
but never obtain. The 
second stays blank, and as 
the tournament unfolds, 
I fill in each winner so I 
technically have a perfect 
bracket.

I know it doesn’t count, 
but after seeing my picks 
this year, I need some 
hope.

Just as the NCAA 
tournament is part of my 
DNA, a good Cinderella 
story always pulls on the 
journalist in me. While 
my bracket dislikes the 
underdog making a 
lengthy run, I can’t help 
but sit in awe as a team so 
unexpectedly reaches the 
basketball mecca.

It’s like David and 
Goliath. No one imagines 
the little guy taking down 
the powerhouse.

We’ve all seen our fair 
share of Cinderella stories. 
We’ve all watched a team 
that had every obstacle 
imaginable thrown their 
way eventually cut down 
the nets and hoist the 
championship trophy in 
the air among a sea of 
confetti.

The story gets even 
better when the title is 
won on a buzzer-beater. 
The late-game heroics 
draw out all the dramatics 
and emotions we love 
and hate about sports, 
and trust me, you feel 
everything in the last five 
to 10 seconds of a close 
game.

When you get a chance 
to witness a historic 
moment in person, it’s one 
of those times where you 
freeze and soak in every 
detail so you can share it 
for years to come.

Luckily, all of my 
favorite parts of March 
Madness came to fruition 
a few years ago and it’s 
one of the best sports 
moments I’ve seen with 
my own eyes to date.

Back in 2018, my dad 
and I made a decision 
on a whim to drive 
to Columbus for the 
women’s NCAA title 
game. We’ve never gone 
to the men’s tournament 
simply because tickets are 
a bit pricey, but we’ve been 
to some of the women’s 
first round matchups 
before in Lexington.

We bought our tickets 
on the day of the game in 
the early afternoon with 
the game scheduled for 
early in the evening. The 
drive was about 3.5 hours, 
and we had maybe four to 
4.5 hours to get there.

Don’t worry, we made 
it to the arena with at least 
20 minutes to spare, but 
you wouldn’t have known 
the way we were rushing 
around to find parking and 
get inside.

This trip wasn’t just 
for the right to say we’d 

been to a title game. That 
year, Notre Dame was on 
the cusp of its first title 
since 2001, and my family 
had grown to root for 
the Fighting Irish while 
my sister attended the 
university.

If you know women’s 
basketball, the Fighting 
Irish aren’t exactly an 
underdog. They’ve made 
the championship game 
numerous times but fell 
at the hands of UConn 
or Baylor, two perennial 
superpowers.

Yet, 2018 was different. 
Notre Dame lost four 
players to torn ACLs, 
including their best player, 
and had seven scholarship 
players available.

No one expected the 
Fighting Irish to make it 
as far as they did, and it 
wasn’t a smooth ride to 
the championship by any 
means.

Without the heroics of 
Arike Ogunbowale in the 
Final Four, Notre Dame 
wouldn’t have even made 
the championship. After 
drawing the unbeaten 
UConn Huskies, the 
Fighting Irish prevailed 
over its rival in overtime 
to set up a date with 
Mississippi State for the 
title.

During the 
championship, there were 

doubts the team could 
pull off what had been 
impossible for years.

Notre Dame overcame 
a double-digit deficit, 
avoided what should’ve 
been a foul call against the 
Irish in the final minute 
of play and drew a timely 
foul to set up a potential 
game-winning shot.

In a déjà vu moment 
from two days earlier, 
Ogunbowale needed 
just two dribbles and the 
Luck of the Irish to put 
Notre Dame in the history 
books.

The final three seconds 
were like poetry. On the 
inbound, Ogunbowale 
turned, took two dribbles 
to the right corner, tossed 
up a Hail Mary three and 
it swished through the net.

The arena turned to 
pandemonium. I started 
jumping up and down, 
screaming in the stands. 
My dad pulled out a team 
poster, one of many he 
collected, and held it up 
with the biggest smile on 
his face.

We stayed in the arena 
for nearly an hour after 
the game for the on-court 
celebration, soaking in 
every second because, 
well, it had been a long 
time coming and who 
knew when that moment 
would come again.

We left that night 
knowing we witnessed 
history. The up and down 
storybook ending capped 
off an indescribable 
journey for Notre Dame 
that was 17 years in the 
making.

It’s moments like 
those that make March 
Madness worth it. The 
Cinderella stories, the 
tragedy to triumph tales, 
the teams that towed the 
line of success for years 
only to finally cross the 
threshold.

My dad and I talk about 
that night in Columbus 
all the time. It’s a core 
memory in my brain and 
forever attaches me to the 
NCAA tournament in a 
way I’d never pictured.

It also confirms what I 
received at birth but didn’t 
realize until later: March 
Madness is in my blood, 
and it’s not going away 
anytime soon.

March Madness: It’s in my DNA

Abby Hooven

BY ABBY HOOVEN
Riley Hall signed his 

letter of intent to contin-
ue his baseball career 
at Lindsey Wilson Col-
lege on March 29 during 
a ceremony at Henr y 
County High School.

Several factors played 
into his decision to join 
the Blue Raiders, includ-
ing a hometown connec-
tion.

“I decided to play at 
Lindsey Wilson because 
of the atmosphere there. 
I loved the community on 
and of f campus. Coach 
Vincent left a memorable 
impression on me during 
my visit there,” said Hall. 
“Also, one of my former 
teammates, Jaxon Scrib-
er, attends Lindsey Wil-
son, so it would be great 
to go to college with 
him.”

Hall has played base-
ball for 14 years and 
has been part of Henry 
County’s team for the 
past three years.

This season, Hall has 
recorded four hits, eight 
RBI and five runs on a 
.250 batt ing average 
through April 10. He had 
a season-high three RBI 
in a 17-2 win over West-
ern Hills on March 16 
and added two runs in a 
15-0 shutout over Trim-
ble County on March 21.

In 2022, Hall contribut-
ed five hits and 11 runs 
to help the Wildcats fin-
ish with a 19-9 overall 
record.

Hall will join a Lindsey 
Wilson squad that sits at 
16-19 as of April 10. As 
a Blue Raider, he has a 
few goals he hopes to 
achieve.

“My goa ls  a r e  to 
become the best base-
ball player I can be,” 
said Hall. “I want to help 
my team in any way I 
can and do my best for 
them.”

While at Lindsey Wil-
son, Hall plans to study 
biology with the hopes 
of becoming a doctor or 
surgeon.

Hall also took time 
to thank his family and 
coaches for their encour-
agement throughout his 
playing career.

“My dad has always 
been my biggest sup-
porter when it comes to 
baseball and has helped 
me get to where I am 
today. My stepmom has 
cheered me on ever since 
she has come into my life 
and has supported me in 
my baseball career,” said 
Hall. “Also, my coaches, 
Coach Yates and Coach 
Mar t in  have helped 
me improve my skills 
and have pushed me to 
become my best, which 
has helped me the last 
three years I’ve been at 
Henry County.”

Hall  is  the second 
Wildcat to sign to play 
collegiate baseball. Park-
er Bowles inked his let-
ter of intent with Asbury 
University on March 9.

Hall signs to play 
baseball with 

Lindsey Wilson

Photo submitted
Riley Hall signed to further his academic and athletic 
career at Lindsey Wilson College on March 29.
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BY ABBY HOOVEN

Deion Sanders has taken 
the college football world 
by storm this season.

In his first year at Colorado, 
Sanders has gained the 
attention of national media 
outlets as he has transformed 
the program and put the 
Buffaloes on the map.

For months, we’ve seen 
videos of speeches and 
interactions of Sanders with his 
new team. Most of his players 
are new to Colorado’s program 
and want to be part of what 
Sanders is building.

Culture change, at any level, 
takes 100% commitment from 
top to bottom. Yet, it truly 
begins with the leadership of 
the head coach and their staff.

On a local level, we’ve seen 
a tremendous culture change 
effort take place this year 
within the Eminence football 
program.

A year ago, the Warriors 
finished the season without a 
win. With a small senior class, 
a roster full of underclassmen 
without much varsity 
experience and a number 
of late-season injuries to 
impact players, Eminence’s 
2022 season was a learning 
experience for all involved.

Coming into this fall, head 
coach Ryan Jones made 
some drastic changes to his 
coaching staff that aided to 
the turnaround. A small but 
mighty group of four coaches 
in 2022 tripled in 2023.

Among the coaching 
staff are several long-time 
coaches that boast decades of 
experience in the high school 
football realm. Jones began 
conversing with those coaches 
during last season and added 
them to the staff this year.

Along with many other 
benefits, a larger coaching staff 
meant Eminence could hold 
position-specific portions of 
practice and double the overall 
length of practice from 2022.

During the preseason, I 
was able to catch a glimpse 
of the culture change before 
the Warriors officially hit the 
field. Large groups of players 
weren’t waiting on the sideline 
for the next drill. Everyone was 
organized, following directions 
and listening intently to what 
their coach was teaching. 
Every instruction was 

seemingly followed with a 
“yes, sir” or another respectful 
response.

As I spoke with several 
players, they all noted the 
differences within the program 
in just a year’s time. The 
leadership from coaches and 
upperclassmen was paying off, 
and they were eager to get into 
game action.

Each player said fans would 
see a change once the regular 
season began, and they were 
right.

During games, players were 
fully invested whether they 
were on the field or on the 
sideline. If a player wasn’t in 

the right place, a coach made 
sure they were quickly in their 
correct spot to be ready to hit 
the field.

All these positive shifts 
helped Eminence start the 
season 5-0 and end with a 
6-5 record. The Warriors
technically had seven wins
overall but had to forfeit their
season opening win against
Bellevue.

While the Warriors’ season 
ended against Paris on Nov. 
3, this year was the start of 
an important culture change 
at Eminence that will surely 
continue to grow in the coming 
seasons.

In the same way, Henry 
County’s football program 
has undergone a culture shift 
in recent years. This year’s 
senior class helped build up 
the Wildcats from a team with 
minimal wins to a team that 
nearly won a playoff game for 
the second straight year.

Before the season, several 
seniors told me that they 
wanted, and expected, more 
this year after a 7-4 finish in 
2022 that featured district 
runner-up honors and hosting 
a playoff game that went down 
to the wire.

Moving up to Class 4A had 
its challenges, but Henry 

County was ready for each 
one. Despite losing two nail 
biting games, the Wildcats 
came away with a huge win 
against Shelby County to 
secure a spot in the postseason 
late in the year. The level 
of determination and grit 
was evident in each game, 
especially in make-or-break 
situations.

Henry County ultimately 
fell to DeSales in the opening 
round but gave everything 
they had to make it a 
competitive game. Head coach 
Matt Wright said the senior 
class would be a tough one to 
lose, but knew the program 
was on a good path because of 
the leadership and demeanor 
with which they carried 
themselves the past few years.

Two straight 7-4 finishes 
have Henry County ready for 
more next fall, and players 
are all-in on making a name 
for themselves in the history 
books.

The culture change effects 
for both programs are evident 
on the field, but the off-field 
impact is also noteworthy. 
Players have strong role 
models to show them how to 
be better players and better 
men, and the lessons they’re 
learning will extend beyond 
Friday football games.

No matter who you root for, 
both football programs are 
building something special 
and will be exciting to watch 
next season, and in the years 
to come.

BY ABBY HOOVEN
The following athletes were

named to the Class 4A, District 4 All-
District Team:

• RB — Ray Matthews 
(honorable mention)

• FB — Nathen Corum 
(honorable mention)

• TE — Kyle Gillingham 
(honorable mention)

• WR — Blaik Nation
• OL — Layne Hancock
• OL — Alex Prewitt 

(honorable mention)
• LB — Nathen Corum 

(honorable mention)
• LB — Craig Cole
• DL — Kyle Gillingham
• S — Morgan Wilson 

(honorable mention)
• KR — Blaik Nation 

(honorable mention)
• Long Snapper — Brody 

Staples

Craig Cole was one of nine 
Henry County football players
named to the All-District team.

Abby Hooven

HENRY COUNTY ALL-DISTRICT TEAM SELECTIONS

A culture in the midst of change

Photos by Abby Hooven
Eminence head coach Ryan Jones and his experienced staff have played a major role in the Warriors’ culture shift this season.

Henry County head coach Matt Wright and his staff have led the Wildcats to back-to-back 7-4 seasons. 
Wright credits this year’s senior class for playing a pivotal role in the program’s recent success.

Football 
programs set 
up for bright 

futures
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The Henr y County 
High School Wildcats 
sent athletes to Lexing-
ton to compete in four 
track and field events 
at the 2023 KHSAA 2A 
Track and Field State 
Championships Friday. 
Wildcat athletes com-
peted in the Boys 300 
Meter Hurdles, Boys 
Triple Jump, Unif ied 
Shot Put and Unified 
Long Jump.

Senior Landen Robins 
took on the Boys 300 
Meter Hurdles where he 
placed 20th with a time 
of 45.07.

Senior Jerred Slone 
jumped his way to a an 

Wildcat athletes end season  
at state 2A track and field meet

JARED JENSEN | Paxton Media Group
Kaleb Bullock and Pedro Pineda claimed a fifth-place state championship finish on Friday 
in the 2023 KHSAA 2A Track and Field Championships. They competed in the Mixed Uni-
fied Shot Put where they threw for a distance of 51-2.

Two weeks ago, I celebrated my one 
year anniversary with the Henry 
County Local.

The past year has been 
nothing short of remarkable. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed 
learning more about the 
rich athletic history at both 
Eminence and Henry County 
High School. It is a privilege 
to document and share the 
accomplishments of each 
team and the incredible 
athletes, coaches and staff 
that make it happen.

When I started at the 
Local, I was 12 days removed from my 
college graduation. I had no idea what to 
expect in a town I had only passed through 
one or two times prior to my first day on the 
job.

My first day quickly welcomed me to 
the reality of covering outdoor sports in 
the spring. Nothing gets you into the job 
faster than a game in the pouring rain with a 
weather delay!

Since that day, I have probably attended 
over 100 sporting events across both schools. 
One thing I love about what I do is that every 
day is different. It’s exciting to go from a close 
soccer game and five-set volleyball thriller one 
night to a nail-biting football game the next 
evening. In the spring, it’s both a blessing and 
a curse to be at the mercy of Mother Nature, 
but it has taught me to prepare for any kind 
of weather at any moment- and always have a 
raincoat or sweatshirt in the car.

Over the past year, I have been able to 
cover some of this county’s best athletic 
seasons in recent history. I’ve been on 
the sidelines for Henry County football’s 
undefeated start to the season, Henry County 
boys’ soccer’s dominant run through the 
regular season and district tournament, 
Eminence volleyball’s successful quest for a 
third straight district title, the first postseason 
win and overall winning season for Eminence 
baseball in nearly 30 years and so much more.

My first year stretched me in new ways, 

Year one is  
in the books

ABBY
HOOVEN

SEE YEAR/PAGE A9

BY ABBY HOOVEN
Eminence senior Bladin Malone 

signed his letter of intent to play base-
ball at Edison State Community Col-
lege on Friday, May 19 at the EdHub.

Malone expressed interest in 
attending a junior college to play base-
ball, and after visiting and receiving 
offers to a number of JUCO programs, 

Malone signs with Edison State baseball

Bladin Malone signed with  
Edison State Community College to 

further his academic and athletic 
career on May 19 at the EdHub.

Abby Hooven

SEE MALONE/PAGE A9

SEE MEET/PAGE A9

kynect.ky.gov/kchip

Now expectant and new mothers are eligible for
no-cost health coverage through KCHIP or Medicaid.

Just visit us at kynect to qualify and enroll.
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HEALTHCOVERAGE
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he selected Edison State.
“I chose Edison after 

meet ing with Coach 
Koch. I felt like Edison 
would suit me best,” said 
Malone.

Malone has been play-
ing baseball his entire 
life. He started playing in 
leagues at eight years old 
and joined the Eminence 
varsity program in sev-
enth grade.

In his time at Emi-
nence, Malone continu-
ally improved his batting 
average from .339 in 2019 
to .547 this past season.

“Bladin has been a phe-
nomenal athlete to watch 
on the field,” said Emi-
nence athletic director 
Jason Tillett.

Malone played a key 
role in Eminence’s suc-
cess this year with 37 
r uns, 47 hits, 28 RBI 
and four home runs. His 
efforts at the plate and on 
defense helped the War-
riors to a 15-10 record, 
the team’s best record — 
and first winning record 
— in over two decades.

During the postsea-
son, Malone contributed 
two runs and a hit to lift 
Eminence past Trim-
ble County 12-2 for the 
team’s first district tour-
nament win in nearly 30 
years.

“Going into next year, 
h i s  a th le t i c i sm and 

leadership is gonna be 
missed,” said Eminence 
baseball head coach T.J. 
Kelley during the signing 
ceremony.

Malone will join a Char-
gers’ squad that finished 
16-20 during the 2023 
season. While at Edison 
State, he plans to earn a 
business degree. Once 
he completes college, he 
hopes to attend school to 
become a pilot.

On the field, Malone 
has a few goals he hopes 
to achieve as well.

hopes to further devel-
op his skills to become a 
better baseball player.

“While in junior col-
lege, I hope to continue 
to develop and become 
a better ball player,” said 
Malone. “My goal is to 
play at the highest level 
possible at a low cost.”

Malone also took time 
to share his appreciation 
for his coaches and fam-
ily for their encourage-
ment over the years.

“A few people I would 
like to thank for get-
t ing me where I  am 
today are Coach Br y-
ant and Coach Brady 
with the Wolves. They 
have been by my side 
for years encouraging 
me and helped devel-
op me into the player I 
am today,” said Malone. 
“Thank you to my family 
for always being by my 
side, and thank you to 
my Eminence coaches: 
T.J. Kelley, Jamie Tingle 
and Mike Dentinger.”

MALONE
FROM PAGE A6

not only as a writer 
but as a person. I was 
quite naïve to believe I 
wouldn’t grow to enjoy 
Henry County and 

become immersed in the 
community as quickly 
as I have. Being new 
to a county, let alone 
starting my first job in 
the “real world”, was 
daunting at first, but the 
people around me have 
made me feel at home. 
I can honestly say the 

people of Henry County 
are some of the most 
genuine and supportive 
individuals I’ve ever 
met.

Of course, I couldn’t 
have made the transition 
as easily without the 
help of wonderful 
coworkers. To Robb 

Hoff, Barbara Didier 
and Jane Ashley Pace, 
thank you for sharing 
your wisdom and 
encouraging me to 
pursue what I love.

Thank you to the 
athletes and coaches 
for taking time to speak 
with me after games 
and answer all my 
questions. I couldn’t 

do my job without you 
all. Thank you to Derek 
Tingle and Jason Tillett 
for ensuring I have 
anything I need to best 
cover each team.

I also want to give 
a special thank you to 
Todd Thompson, Mike 
Roberts, Susan Kurtz 
and Jennifer Mayse for 
sharing photos when I 
can’t be in two places at 
once. Your talents are 
greatly appreciated.

An important lesson 
I learned in college, 

and have continually 
reminded myself of this 
year, is my job is not 
about me. It’s about the 
people and their stories 
I have the opportunity 
to share. I am thankful 
for the chance to serve 
the community by 
telling stories about 
the amazing people and 
teams that make Henry 
County one of a kind.

Here’s to another 
year of thrilling games, 
unexpected weather and 
countless memories!

YEAR
FROM PAGE A6

Nine athletes earn  
KHSAA Triple Threat Award

Several Henry County and 
Eminence athletes earned the KHSAA 
Triple Threat Award for the 2022-23 
school year.

To receive the award, student-ath-
letes must participate in a varsity sport 
during each of the fall, winter and 
spring seasons.

The following athletes received the 
award:

EMINENCE
Tiffany Myres: volleyball, 

cheerleading, dance, softball
Tanner Malone: football, basketball, 

baseball
Georgia Scott: volleyball, basketball, 

softball

HENRY COUNTY
Kennedy Brown: volleyball, 

basketball, softball
Meg Golden: cross country, golf, 

soccer, basketball, track
Trenton Hardy: football, basketball, 

baseball
Emily Herbert: golf, soccer, 

basketball, track
Luke Lyons: football, basketball, 

baseball, track
Micah MaGruder: volleyball, 

basketball, softball

Several Warriors named to  
KHSAA Academic All-State Team
Numerous Eminence student-ath-

letes were named to the KHSAA 
Academic All-State team.

The award is given to varsity 
athletes in grades nine through 12 
and includes first team and honorable 
mention selections. First team is 
awarded to student-athletes that earn 
a 3.75 GPA or higher, while honorable 
mention is given to student-athletes 
with a 3.25 to 3.74 GPA.

Recipients for the Warriors are as 
follows:

TENNIS
Marissa Weaver- First Team

SOFTBALL
Ashley Elliot- Honorable Mention
Evelyn Hartman- First Team
Janieya Jones- First Team
Journey Jones- Honorable Mention
Ariana Labate- First Team
Lillian Payton- Honorable Mention
Morgan Rucker- First Team

Georgia Scott- First Team
Rylee Smith- First Team
Sara Welch- First Team

BASEBALL
Dillon Chestnut- Honorable Mention
Vince Dentinger- First Team
Hayden Kuhn- First Team
Elijah League- First Team
Bladin Malone- First Team
John Nickell- First Team
Tanner Simpson- First Team
Kevin Stivers- First Team
Brenin Stucker- Honorable Mention
Braeden Walker- Honorable 

Mention

Vaughn named Eighth  
Region Coach of the Year

Henry County softball coach Ally 
Vaughn was named the Eighth Region 
Coach of the Year. Vaughn led the 
Lady Cats to a 16-10 record and a 
fourth straight district title.

Lizzy Hansen and Madeline Lay 
were also named to the All-Eighth 
Region Team. Hansen, a senior, 
finished the season with 41 hits, 39 
runs, 21 RBI and a home run on a .427 
batting average.

Lay, a junior, led the team with a 
.488 batting average and 42 hits. She 
also tallied 33 runs and 27 RBI.

Along with her All-Eighth Region 
Team selection, Hansen was named 

Photo submitted
Henry County softball head coach Ally 
Vaughn was named the Eighth Region 
Coach of the Year while senior Lizzy 
Hansen and junior Madeline Lay earned 
spots on the All-Eighth Region Team.

Sports Briefs
From wire reports

18th place finish in the 
triple jump with a dis-
tance of 39-4.5.

The duo of Pedro Pine-
da and Kaleb Bullock 
teamed up for the Unified 
Mixed Shot Put where 
they threw a combined 
51-2 to claim fifth place 
and bring home hardware.

Pineda also teamed up 
with Mike Golden in the 
Unified Mix Long Jump 
where they jumped for 
a combined distance of 
16-1.50.

MEET
FROM PAGE A6

PHOTOS BY JARED JENSEN | Paxton Media Group
Mike Golden (pictured) teamed up with Pedro Pineda and jumped their way to a 10th 
place finish at the 2A state meet with a combined distance of 16-1.50 in the Mixed 
Unified Long Jump.

Above left: Henry County 
senior Jerred Slone 
jumped to an 18th place 
finish in the boys triple 
jump with a distance of 
39-4.5. Left: Senior 
Landon Robin claimed 
20th place in the boys 300- 
meter hurdles on Friday.SEE BRIEFS/PAGE A10

The New Castle Preservation
Board will hold a public
hearing on Monday, June 19,
2023, at 4:30pm at the Locker,
24 S. Main Street, to discuss
the COA submitted for the
property located at 47 E. Cross
Main St. in Newcastle.

POST
FRAME
BUILDINGS
Built On Your Lot!

50 Years Experience
Large Selection of Colors & Sizes
Material packages available.
20x24 w/ 2 doors $6,995
30x30 w/ 2 doors $11,995

Gosman, Inc.
Madison, Indiana

812-265-5290
www.gosmanbuildings.com

20x24 w/ 2 doors $6,995
24x50 w/ 2 doors $11,995
40x50 w/ 2 doors $18,900

Public Hearing

The Henry County Board of Adjustments will conduct a public hearing on
Monday, June 26, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Henry County Fairgrounds in
the 4-H Building, 1106 Castle Highway, Eminence, Kentucky 40019.

Application: Docket #2023-10CU Application has been filed for Conditional
Use for a home occupation Fabrication shop located at 5918 Fallen Timber
Road, Sulphur, KY 40070. The Fabrication shop will be used for welding and
repair on farm equipment such as trailers, bush hogs and tractors.

Notice is hereby given to all creditors pursuant to KRS 424.340 that
the Henry District Court has appointed a personal representative as
follows:

Decedent/Ward; Representative; Title; Attorney; Date
Patricia Ann Chapman, Sulphur KY; Denise Gilbert, Sulphur KY,
Co-Executor; Virgil Chapman Jr, Frankfort KY, Co-Executor; 5/3/23
Jean Orem, Campbellsburg KY; Barbara Mills, Louisville KY, Co-
Executrix; Cindy Richardson, Louisville KY, Co-Executrix 5/11/23
Dallas Milliner, Eminence KY; Judy Milliner, Eminence KY;
Administratrix 5/25/23
Daniel Clarke, Pendleton KY; Andrea Clarke, Pendleton KY;
Administratrix 5/25/23
Bonnie Hance, Eminence KY; Glenn Hance, West Liberty KY;
Administrator 5/26/23
Harold Tipton, Turners Station KY; Edna Tipton, Turners Station
KY; Executrix 5/31/23

Witness this the 31st day of May 2023
Jennifer Rankin, Clerk
Henry County Circuit & District Court

Notice is hereby given pursuant to KRS 395.625 that the following
settlements will lay over until June 21, 2023 at which time a hearing
will be held in the Henry District Court when said settlements shall
be approved and recorded unless prior exceptions have been filed.

Decedents/Ward; Representatives; Title; Attorney; Account

Elizabeth Nadine Congleton Jeffries, Sulphur KY; Donna Gaunce,
Pittsburgh, PA, Executrix; Keith Jeffries; Periodic

Dorothy Wood, Pleasureville KY; Billy Craigmyle, Pleasureville KY,
Co-Executor; Judith Lyons, Midlothian VA, Co-Executor; Final

Cora Rice, Campbellsburg KY; Candace Collins, Campbellsburg KY;
Administratrix; Periodic

William Oliver, Smithfield KY; Charlenna Oliver; Sulphur KY;
Executrix; Jake Thompson; Final

Larry T Phillips, LaGrange KY; Susan L Marshall, Frankfort; KY;
Executrix; Virginia Harrod; Final

Peggy Ward, Pendleton KY; Robert Ernst, Pendleton KY;
Administrator; Final

Witness this 31st day of May 2023
Jennifer Rankin, Clerk
Henry County Circuit & District Court

Home
Sweet
Home
REMODELING
All Types Repairs or Remodeling
No Job Too Big or Too Small

• Drywall Repair
• Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

• Trim Work
• Insured

• Basement
Finishing

• Decks
• Free
Estimates

Call David
(502) 648-7247

CLASSIFIED DEADLINE
WEDNESDAY - 4:00 PM

Contact Customer Service at
502-845-2858, Option 1 or
classifieds@hclocal.com
Monday-Friday 8AM-4PM

MADISON
METALS

PremiumMetal Roofing
#1 & #2 Metal, Call for

Current Pricing.
Scratch & Dent 99¢/lin. ft.
Delivery Available

812-273-5214
#1- 40 yr. warranty

Mike Hedges
Agricultural

Lime Spreading
40+ Yrs. Exp.

502-222-5422

EMPLOYMENT
Looking for a church home, a place to

grow, to lead, to worship, to Pastor? New
Castle Methodist Church is in search
for a part time Pastor. For information
contact Vicki Yeary at 502-647-2718 or

yearyvicki@gmail.com.

HORSE CAMP
Riding, Horse Games,

& Activities
June, 1-3 9am-2pm
June 26-30 9am-2pm

812-844-3264
or 502-220-2002
Windy Meadows

Equestrian Center, La Grange
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All information and payment required to receive this special non-refundable offer. Offer only available to new subscribers in our local
delivery area who have not had a subscription in the last 3 months. If you respond to this offer but do not qualify for introductory
pricing, we reserve the right to reject your order or prorate your subscription term to reflect current subscriber pricing.Your subscription
includes 24/7 digital access to all content available online. Temporary suspension of your print newspaper delivery due to vacation and
other reasons does not extend your subscription expiration date. *Your account will be subject to a surcharge for premium issues such
as the Thanksgiving week issue and special guides/sections. Notification of the premium issue and surcharge amount will be noted in the
newspaper on the day of publication and one issue prior.Your total bill will remain unaffected but there will be a slight adjustment in your
expiration date, unless you have elected the Monthly EZ Pay option.The premium surcharge will be added to the regular Monthly EZ pay
charge in the applicable months that include a premium issue. Your subscription expiration stop is not automatic. To stop, call customer
service 502-845-2858. All rates include KY sales tax, where applicable.Yes, I authorize the Henry County Local to instruct my credit/debit
card company to debit my credit/debit card account as I have requested above. Hurry! Offer expires July 31, 2022.

1. Payments of $142.75 per month on new Z422KWT-60 based on sales price of $8,249.00 at $0 down, 1.49% A.P.R. for 60 months. Financing available from Kubota
Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Payments do not include implements, freight, delivery, or taxes where applicable. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires
6/30/2022. See dealership for details. 2. Payments of $196.71 per month on new BX2380V-1 w/ deck based on sales price of $16,524.00 at $0 down, 0% A.P.R. for 84 months.
Financing available from Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Payments do not include implements, freight, delivery, or taxes where applicable. Some
exceptions apply. Dealer Participation Required. Offer expires 6/30/2022. See dealership for details. 3. Payments of $179.98 per month on new Z726KW-3-60 based on sales
price of $10,799.00 at $0 down, 0% A.P.R. for 60 months. Financing available from Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Payments do not include
implements, freight, delivery, or taxes where applicable. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 6/30/2022. See dealership for details. 4. Payments of $154.21 per month on new
BX1880T54-1 w/ deck based on sales price of $12,954.00 at $0 down, 0% A.P.R. for 84 months. Financing available from Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit
approval. Payments do not include implements, freight, delivery, or taxes where applicable. Some exceptions apply. Dealer Participation Required. Offer expires 6/30/2022. See
dealership for details. 5. Payments of $207.64 per month on new L2501DT Gear based on sales price of $17,442.00 at $0 down, 0% A.P.R. for 84 months. Financing available
from Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Payments do not include implements, freight, delivery, or taxes where applicable. Some exceptions apply.
Dealer Participation Required. Offer expires 6/30/2022. See dealership for details. 6. Payments of $359.73 per month on new L4701HST based on sales price of $30,217.50 at
$0 down, 0% A.P.R. for 84 months. Financing available from Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Payments do not include implements, freight, delivery,
or taxes where applicable. Some exceptions apply. Dealer Participation Required. Offer expires 6/30/2022. See dealership for details. *0% Down, 0% A.P.R. financing for up
to 84 months on purchases of select new Kubota LX2610, LX3310, L2501, L3301, L3901, L4701, L3560, L3560LE, L4060, L4060LE equipment from participating dealers’ in
stock inventory is available to qualified purchasers through Kubota Credit Corporation, U.S.A.; subject to credit approval. Example: 84 monthly payments of $11.90 per $1,000

financed. Some exceptions apply. Terms subject to change. Dealer Participation Required. Offers
expire 6/30/22. This material is for descriptive purposes only. Kubota disclaims all representations
and warranties, express or implied, or any liability from the use of this material. For more information,
see Dealer or go to KubotaUSA.com. † For complete warranty, safety and product information, consult
your local Kubota dealer and the product operator’s manual. Power (HP/KW) and other specifications
are based on various standards or recommended practices. K1040-01-147631-2

www.jacobisales.com

425 Main Street
Palmyra, IN
812-364-6141

6500 Bardstown Rd.
Louisville, KY
502-231-5500

$0 DOWN, 0% A.P.R. FINANCING FOR UP TO 84 MONTHS ON SELECT NEW KUBOTAS!*

$ 154.21 /mo 4

$ 142.75 /mo 1

$ 179.98 /mo 3

$ 196.71 /mo 2

$0 Down 0 % APR

$0 Down 0 % APR$0 Down 0 % APR

$ 359.73 /mo 6$ 207.64 /mo 5

Z422KWT-60 24HP KAW
• 24 Gross HP,† 2-Cylinder Gasoline Engine
• Steel Welded 60” Mower Deck
• Deluxe Adjustable Suspension Seat W/3in of Travel

Z726KW-3-60 25.5 HP KAW
•25.5 Gross HP,† V-Twin Gasoline Engine
•60” Commercial Mower Deck
•Dual Parker Torqpact™ Transmission

BX2380V-1 W/DECK ONLY
•21.6 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• 4WD with Rear Differential Lock Standard
• Category I, 3-Point Hitch

BX1880T54-1 W/DECK
• 16.6 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
• 4WD with Rear Differential Lock Standard
• Category I, 3-Point Hitch

L4701HST TRACTOR ONLY W/R4 IND TIRES
• 47.3 Gross HP,† Liquid-Cooled,
4-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine

• Hydrostatic Transmission (HST)

L2501DT TRACTOR ONLY W/AG TIRES
•24.8 Gross HP,† 3-Cylinder Kubota Diesel Engine
•4WD • Suspension System and Contoured Seat
•Performance-Matched Implements Available

$0 Down 0 % APR $0 Down 0 % APR

500 Hamburg Way
Sellersburg, IN
812-246-6304

415 Stevens Way
Seymour, IN
812-523-5050

2220 Shelbyville Rd.
Shelbyville, KY
502-633-3266

550 Early Wood Dr.
Franklin, IN
317-738-4440

Cruise Into Summer
On A New Kubota!

What was my dad thinking?
By Abby Hooven
Sports Editor

Father’s Day has come 
and gone, but I would 
be remiss if I did not 
share an anecdote or two 
about my dad. 

Before I was born, my 
dad began a collection 
of basketball figurines. 
He expanded out into 
hockey players as well, 
but the majority were 
hoops stars. He would 
search the aisles each 
time he went to the store 
to see if new toys came 
out. He would take trips 
to specific stores he knew 
sold them and ask the 
workers when the next 
shipment would arrive. 
Over the years, he filled 
large storage containers 
with the figurines. He 
thought this was the next 
big thing to invest in, 
like baseball cards, and 
he wasn’t going to miss 
out.

Since he had so many, 
he decided to put some 
on display around our 
house. We have a ledge 
near the front door and 
one over our fireplace 
where we now store fam-
ily photos. I can recall 
sitting in our family 
room, watching a car-
toon on TV and looking 
over to see 20 tiny bas-

ketball players perfectly 
lined up over me. 

I am the youngest of 
my family, with my older 
sisters being at least five 
years older than me. My 
dad, to this day, swears 
to my mom that those 
basketball figurines were 
going to put me and 
my sisters through col-
lege. He had hundreds, 
so surely, they would 
earn him enough money 
to pay for three college 
tuitions. 

Unfortunately, the 
value of his half-foot-
tall friends went down 
when he took them out 
of the original packag-
ing. He still has some in 
the original packaging, 
but most are not. What 
he once paid $6 or more 
for one player, he would 
get nowhere near that 
much in return. His mas-
ter plan did not follow 
through, despite his years 
of effort and persuasion 
that it would work.

Luckily, my sisters and 
I did well academically, 
so we did not have to 
rely on Mike Bibby or 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
mini statues to make it 
through college.

His stash did help 
me in school, though. 
In fifth grade, my class 

participated in a Wax 
Museum presentation 
and each of us acted as 
a famous individual for 
the day. This was around 
the time when I was 
beginning to dive into 
my love for professional 
basketball, so I took a 
trip to the infamous bin 
of figurines for inspira-
tion. With the help of 
my dad’s collection (and 
some purple duct tape 
on an old jersey), I suc-
cessfully re-told the life 
of Wilt Chamberlain to 
over a hundred elemen-
tary school students. The 
figurine rested on the 
desk next to the button 
that students would press 
to prompt me to start 
my speech.

My dad has some out-
of-the-ordinary ideas, 
but his persistence and 
determination never fail 
to amaze me. 

While his million-
dollar plan did not pan 
out, he has taken the 
leap a few times to give 
me lasting memories that 
I would have never even 
imagined if it weren’t for 
him. 

In sixth grade, my dad 
took me to Indianapolis 
to see a Pacers game. 
The Dallas Mavericks 
were in town, my favor-

ite team, and I was 
stoked to get to see my 
idols in person. In true 
dad fashion, we arrived 
to the game right when 
the doors opened and 
we spent 90 minutes 
wandering the arena. 
He took me into the 
lower bowl, walked me 
right down a set of stairs 
and directed me near 
the court where the 
Mavericks were warming 
up. At that time, security 
wasn’t as strict about 
being close to the court, 
especially an hour or 
more before tipoff. 

I glanced to my 
right, and I see Mark 
Cuban, the owner of 
the Mavericks, sitting 
on the bench talking to 
another man. I immedi-
ately turned to my dad 
to tell him, and as soon 
as I do, Cuban turns our 
way. My dad holds up 
his hands and makes a 
camera clicking motion, 
to which Cuban nods 
his head “yes.” He walks 
over to us, and I hand 
the phone off to the 
nearest police officer to 
take the photo. One of 
the highlights of my life 
will always be Cuban 
standing next to me 
for the photo, turning 
and saying, “I like your 

jersey.” It was a blue 
Dirk Nowitzki jersey my 
neighbor bought me, 
and I could barely spit 
out thank you to Cuban 
because I was so happy 
and shocked that he even 
came over to us. 

At that time, the 
iPhone cameras were 
less than ideal, and we 
had the lens zoomed 
in almost all the way to 
get closer shots of the 
players. This meant the 
police officer had to 
zoom out for our photo 
with Cuban, and by the 
time he did and took 
the photo, my dad had 
stopped smiling. If you 
look at the photo, my 
dad looks displeased with 
the entire encounter, but 
I can assure you, he was 
smiling beforehand. My 
tech-savvy sister cropped 
my dad out of the photo 
so I could have a version 
without my dad’s frown. 
The original still exists, 
and every time we go to 
a game now, I make sure 
the camera is zoomed 
out and my dad smiles 
for the entire time some-
one is taking our photo.

Without my dad, 
meeting Mark Cuban 
would have never been 
possible. Without my 
dad, I wouldn’t have 

made the best Wilt 
Chamberlain the fifth 
grade has ever seen. 

Without my dad, I 
wouldn’t be half the per-
son I am today. He has 
passed on his persistence,  
determination and love 
of sports to me, and he is 
one of the main reasons I 
even pursued this career. 
I know that he will 
always have my back and 
support any crazy idea 
that comes my way, even 
if it seems too far-fetched 
to accomplish. 

Three HCLL teams reach inter-league championship
By Abby Hooven
Sports Editor

Three Henry County 
Little League teams 
advanced to the champi-
onship of their respective 
brackets in the 2022 Inter-
League Tournament.  The 
Kekambas (10U Cassie) 
were the 10U Softball run-
ner-up, falling to Trimble 
in the championship game. 
In the 10U Baseball brack-
et, the Brewers (10U KC) 
dropped the championship 
game to OC Riddle. The 
Blue Sharks (8U Zac) won 
the 8U Softball bracket of 
the tournament, topping 
CC Spencer for the title.

Photos courtesy of Cassie Tringle

Left: 10U SB Cassie Kekambas. Players: Lily Ayres, Lillian Baxter, Mahalie Coblin, Emmalee Cole, Bailey Hegg, Ella Ricketts, 
Savannah Snider, Emma Tingle, Malin Way, Haleigh Willard, Riley Zaring, Harper Zaring

Middle: 10U BB KC Brewers. Players: Hunter Adams, Mason Barr, Mason Jordan, Coltin Malone, Nolan Marlette, Alessio Millanti, 
Landon Purvis, Paxtyn Shrader, Joseph Snively, Daniel Snively, Mason Tingle, Tanner Watts

Right:  8U Blue Sharks. Top L to R: Adelynn Cravens, Lilly Banta, Alayna Lyons, Clarissa Beverly, Zoey Barnes. Bottom L to R: 
Iris Cook, Autumn Chisholm, McKinley Puckett, Clara Craigmyle, Maci Coots 
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PUBLISHER’S NOTICE
     All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair Housing Act which 
makes it illegal to advertise “any preference limitation or discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status, or national origin, or an intention to make 
any such preference, limitation or discrimination.” Familial status includes children under 
the age of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and people secur-
ing custody of children under 18.
     This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal housing opportunity basis. To complain 
of discrimination call HUD Toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The Toll-free tele-
phone number for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Circulation
Henry County Local (USPS240-300) is pub-
lished every Wednesday by the Henry County 
Local, 18 S. Penn Ave., Eminence, KY, 40019. 
Periodicals Postage Paid at Eminence KY 
and at additional mailing offices. Subscription 
rates for the Local in Henry County are $15.89 
for three months, $26.49 for six months, and 
$44.51 for one year. Out of county, in-state 
rates are $21.19 for 3 months, $36.03 for six 
months and $61.47 for one year. Out-of-state 
rates are $23.99 for three months, $39.99 for 
six months and $68.99 for one year.
POSTMASTER
Send address changes to: Henry County 
Local, 18 S. Penn Ave., Eminence, KY 40019.

Letters to the Editor
Letters to the Editor should include your name, 
address and a phone number where you can be 
reached for verification. Letters should be limited 
to about 500 words, and the Local reserves the 
right to edit all letters for clarity, style and taste. The 
Local restricts publication of multiple letters on the 
same topic from the same author to two letters and 
one per every 30 days. The Local also reserves the 
right to hold all letters considered libelous or in poor 
taste. Letters do not necessarily reflect the opinions 
of the Local staff.

Advertising
Advertising deadlines for display ads are:
• 12 p.m. Friday for the Local

• 4 p.m. Thursday for Kentuckiana
Advertising deadlines for classifieds are:
• noon Friday for the Local
• 4 p.m. Thursday for Kentuckiana
Submitted Items
All submitted news, photos, announcements and 
calendar items must be at the Local office by 12 
p.m. Friday. The Local requests three days notice 
to take pictures at an event.
Corrections
The Local will publish a correction of any error it is 
made aware of. The paper will also make clarifica-
tions of facts that may be misconstrued. The paper 
strives for accuracy, fairness and clarity in its cover-
age of Henry County.

This past Sunday, Sept. 
18 marked five years 
since I moved to the area 
and originally became 
publisher of  this news-
paper.

In my time here, the 
Henry County Local has 
had various staff  chang-

es, including a different 
publisher other than my-
self  for two years. We’ve 
also worked through the 
challenges of  a pandemic 
and had a change in our 
ownership. 

More recently we have 
faced a national newspa-
per shortage and staffing 
issues at our printing 
plant that have caused us 
to reduce our pages and 
often affected the qual-
ity of  our printing and 
color. As I type this, I’m 
crossing my fingers that 
the color and quality of  
this issue is up to par, es-
pecially since it’s one of  
four countywide issues 
we publish a year. 

The Henry County Lo-
cal has been the official 
newspaper of  Henry 
County since long be-
fore I arrived. We have 
165 years and counting 
of  covering the commu-
nity’s celebrations, an-
niversaries, struggles, 
achievements, tragedies 
and everything in be-
tween.

Most days I love my 
job and have thoroughly 
enjoyed covering the 
various events, festivals, 
ribbon cuttings and meet-
ings, as well as working 
with our local businesses 
and organizations.

I have so enjoyed get-
ting to know the people 

that make up this com-
munity. Henry County is 
home to some of  the nic-
est, hardest working and 
most caring people I’ve 
ever met. The pride and 
history throughout this 
county makes it a fun 
community to serve.

Our coverage has 
helped raise money for 
organizations, awareness 
for various issues, had an 
influence on decisions 
made within the county 
and serve as a historical 
archive of  the people, 
places and things that 
make up Henry County. 

Beyond our weekly pa-
per, I’ve loved publishing 
special publications like 

the Henry County Guide 
we do in partnership 
with the Chamber, the an-
nual Harvest Showcase 
program and the Gradua-
tion photo section. These 
sections really highlight 
what makes this county 
special. Right now we 
have voting open for our 
Best of  the Best in Henry 
County. Look for the ad 
on page C7 to find out 
where to cast your votes 
for your favorite busi-
nesses. 

I want to thank our 
loyal readers and adver-
tisers. You are the reason 
I’m in this job and come 
to work every morning. 
Without our advertis-

ers and subscribers we 
would be out of  business. 
Many of  our stories be-
gin with a tip from one of  
our readers - a phone call, 
email, social media mes-
sage or letter. Please keep 
those coming, and please 
keep reading. 

If  you are not a regular 
reader, there is a special 
offer on the wrap of  to-
day’s paper to get the pa-
per mailed to your house 
each week. Please consid-
er becoming a subscriber. 

And if  you’re already 
a subscriber, you can 
use the offer to extend a 
year on your account. We 
don’t want you going any-
where. 

Time flies when you’re having fun

Many of  you are prob-
ably familiar with Jim Val-
vano’s speech at the 1993 
ESPY’s. If  not, I will pro-
vide a short synopsis.

Valvano was most nota-
bly known for his talents 
as a basketball coach at 
NC State. He received the 
Arthur Ashe Courage 
and Humanitarian award 
at the inaugural ESPY’s, 
which recognizes team 
and individual athletic 
achievements. At the time, 
Valvano was battling bone 
cancer and the odds were 
stacked against him in 
terms of  recovery. In his 
speech, Valvano encour-
aged everyone to enjoy the 
time they’ve been given 
and work toward whatever 
goals they’ve set with en-
thusiasm. Near the end of  
the speech, he announced 
the creation of  the Jimmy 
V Foundation for Cancer 
Research. The motto for 
the organization is the 
famous words that echo 
throughout everyone’s 
minds when they hear Val-
vano’s name: “Don’t give 
up. Don’t ever give up.”

Valvano’s inspiring 
words immediately came 
to mind when thinking 
about the current fall 
sports season. Through 
the highs and lows, and 
unexpected twists and 
turns, the resilience of  ev-
ery team has been extraor-
dinary.

No team has faced great-
er challenges than the 
Lady Cats soccer squad. 
The team took the field for 
its first game of  the year 
with only 10 players avail-
able and held tough the en-
tire night against a skilled 
Walton-Verona team. Five 
games into the season, Jim 
Hook took over as head 
coach as Ashley Cook-Cox 
stepped away due to a fam-
ily emergency. 

The Lady Cats have 
battled injuries all season, 
leaving the team with 10 

players at times to hold 
down the efforts on the 
field. New players have 
come into the goalkeeper 
position and performed 
well, including Gracie 
Buckley. Every girl has 
stepped up and responded 
to each change

Last week, the tumultu-
ous beginnings and con-
stant adversity were an 
afterthought as the Lady 
Cats earned their first 
win of  the season against 
Owen County 8-2. Jaycee 
Fischer, quite possibly the 
fastest girl I’ve ever seen 
on the field, had five goals 
in the outing. But the num-
ber of  goals didn’t stick 
out most in the victory. 
Watching McKay Spears 
run into Ella Royalty’s 
arms, grinning ear to ear, 
after scoring her first goal 
was just one joyful mo-
ment between teammates 
that evening that made the 
day even more special. 

With every punch 
thrown their way, the Lady 
Cats have gotten back up, 
brushed things off  and 
kept going. Quite liter-
ally, nothing can knock 
them down and keep them 
down. 

The Lady Cats still have 
half  the season to go, and 
the odds may continue to 
stack up against them, but 
one thing is certain- they 
will never quit.

The same attitude ap-
plies to the boys soccer 
team. Led by nine seniors 
who have been playing to-
gether for years, the level 
of  trust and chemistry 
has strengthened as of  late 
and has the team on the 
right path. Injuries took a 
toll early in the season and 
slowed several guys down, 
but the team is nearly at 
full strength with a few 
weeks remaining in the 
season.

Coach Justin Toole 
called goalkeeper Andy 
Johnson one of  the best 
in the region, and he’s not 
wrong. Nothing phases the 
seasoned veteran. Wheth-
er it’s a flying shot from 
midfield or a header inch-
es from the goal, you can 
bet Johnson will be right 
there to scoop the ball up.

Each player seems to zip 
around the field with ease, 
especially Jorge Ordonez. 
Trying to outrun him on 
a loose ball is a lost cause. 
Coupled with Finn Ho-
epner, a foreign exchange 
student from Germany, the 

front line for the Wildcats 
is hard to stop and one of  
the reasons the team has 
rattled off  five wins in a 
row as of  Sept. 13.

The Eminence volleyball 
team is another example 
of  righting the ship after 
a rocky start. Not count-
ing the two losses in the 
Tournament for Heroes 
on Sept. 10, the Warriors 
have not lost in a regular 
season game since Aug. 23. 
A team that embodies the 
never-quit spirit, the War-
riors lost their first four 
games of  the season, two 
of  which went to a decid-
ing fifth set. Many sets, in 
the beginning, went be-
yond the standard 25-point 
threshold. 

If  you haven’t stopped 
by Eminence to watch a 
game, mark the next home 
game on your schedule. 
The senior class- Megan 
Sweeney, Julia Dentinger, 
Jenna Carter and Sara 
Welch- is one that will be 
remembered for a long 
time. Sweeney’s precision 
and strength at the net 
have landed her within 
the top 50 players in the 
state for kills. Her success 
wouldn’t be possible with-
out Carter’s superb set-
ting and decision-making. 
Dentinger anchors the 
back row in the libero po-
sition and refuses to let a 
ball drop, often putting her 
body on the line to extend 
a play. 

The Warriors, led by 
coach Eddie Sweeney, have 
a knack for staying com-
posed when teams go on 
runs and countering with 
impressive service runs of  
their own. This team will 
be dangerous come post-
season time.

Just five miles down the 
road from Eminence, the 
Henry County volleyball 
team is making strides. A 
team with just two seniors 
and mostly underclass-
men on the court, the win-
loss record doesn’t reflect 
the efforts the Lady Cats 
are putting up each night. 

The intangibles stick out 
most when watching the 
Lady Cats. An extra effort 
on defense or a smart shot 
by a hitter keeps many 
plays going long after they 
would’ve ended for most 
teams. The match vs. Shel-
by County put the team to 
the test, and the Lady Cats 
nearly made the comeback 
from a 2-1 deficit in a nail-
biting fifth set. It was those 

same effort plays and 
quick thinking that kept 
the Lady Cats in the game 
until the end. 

Any young team will 
face growing pains but the 
way the Lady Cats are re-
sponding to the challenges 
and molding into the team 
coach Shelley Sims envi-
sions helps separate them 
from the pack. 

Youth is also a big part 
of  the Eminence football 
team’s story this year. The 
Warriors graduated the 
bulk of  its offensive fire-
power, but several young 
guys have stepped up to fill 
their shoes.

Coach Ryan Jones has 
this team heading in the 
right direction. Each 
week, more and more as-
pects of  the game start to 
click for the underclass-
men. It also doesn’t hurt 
to have one of  the best 
quarterbacks in Class 1A 
in Blaze Berry. The sopho-
more is second in passing 
and has the Warriors in 
second for team passing 
among 1A teams. Berry 
has completed 62 of  111 
passes for 818 yards, or 273 
yards per game. 

Berry is exceptional 
at finding guys down the 
field and taking risks on 
fourth downs to extend 
drives. Most of  all, he is a 
calm leader. With a young 
team, learning routes and 
executing plays doesn’t 
happen overnight. I’ve 
watched Berry spend time 
on the sidelines helping 
his receivers understand 
where to go on certain 
plays and lift their heads 
with words of  encourage-
ment after making a mis-

take. His prowess on the 
field will earn him recog-
nition as the season moves 
forwards, but his leader-
ship off  the field will be a 
difference maker for the 
progress of  the team.

One of  three seniors, 
Vince Dentinger is a 
popular target for Berry. 
He’s third in Class 1A in 
receptions, averaging 89 
yards receiving a game. 
His teammate, Dalton 
Gambrel, is first with 15 
receptions for 270 yards 
for an average of  90 yards 
a game. 

The statistics gathered 
by KHSAA as of  Sept. 14 
did not include the stats 
from the Warriors’ match-
up with Metcalfe County 
on Sept. 9.

Eminence also made 
history earlier this year as 
Emory Lombino became 
the first female in Emi-
nence history to score in 
a game. She nailed two ex-
tra point attempts against 
Fort Knox on Sept. 2. Her 
presence on the team will 
serve as inspiration to oth-
er girls who may want to 
participate in football.

Henry County’s football 
team is also making histo-
ry. The Wildcats are 4-0, the 
best start since 2015, head-
ing into a district matchup 
with DeSales.

The Wildcats have faced 
challenges just like every 
other team, but one chal-
lenge in particular has 
been a positive puzzle 
to solve for coach Matt 
Wright. Henry County has 
four to five running backs 
that can carry the load of-
fensively with no drop off  
between guys. The “big 

four”, Trenton Hardy, 
Blaik Nation, Ray Mat-
thews and Dallon Fitzger-
ald, have split the snaps 
through the first four 
games. Hardy and Nation 
rank in the top 50 in Class 
3A for rushing. Hardy is 
averaging 95 yards rush-
ing per game and has 
four rushing touchdowns 
on the season. Nation, 
a threat on the run and 
catching passes from Jor-
dan King, has six rushing 
touchdowns rushing and 
four touchdowns receiv-
ing. He sits at 27th in Class 
3A with 42 yards receiving 
per game.

The Wildcats hold sev-
eral places on the KHSAA 
Class 3A stat leader list on 
both sides of  the ball. The 
running game could not be 
as unstoppable without a 
firm offensive line holding 
off  opposing defenses. The 
offense for Henry County 
ranks fifth in Class 3A, 
averaging 40 points per 
game. The Wildcat defense 
is sharp as well and ranks 
second in Class 3A overall 
for allowing just 26 points 
in four games. Christian 
Academy of  Louisville 
holds the No. 1 ranking in 
both categories, an oppo-
nent waiting for the Wild-
cats on Sept. 30.

The highlight of  ev-
ery game isn’t the flashy 
touchdown runs or 
one-handed catches by 
Luke Lyons, but instead 
is McKinley Paynter’s 
touchdown run after ev-
ery game. Watching the 
team rally around Paynter 
in the end zone reminds 

Local teams channel inner Jim Valvano
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Here is an overview of  
the clubs that are avail-
able through 4-H in Henry 
County:

SHINING SPURS HORSE 
CLUB- The Shining Spurs 
Horse Club meets month-
ly on the second Tuesday, 
6 p.m., at the Extension 
Office. Usually an educa-
tional program and an en-
tertaining program is  pro-
vided. The club sets other 
dates to work with horses 
based on the interests of  
the members. You do NOT 
have to own a horse to be 
a member, only that you 
love horses!

SHARP SHOOTERS- 
The Shooting Sports Club 
is  always looking for new 
members. The club meets 
monthly at 6:30 p.m. every 

first Monday, at the Exten-
sion Office. It also meets 
on several evenings in the 
spring depending on the 
discipline(s) you choose 
to shoot in. These include: 
archery, rifle, shotgun, air 
pistol, and black powder.

DOG CLUB- The Dog 
Club teaches obedience, 
grooming, and caring for a 
dog, as well as agility. This 
is a great time for you to 
bond with your pet. Edu-
cational field trips will be 
planned as members de-
sire. The club meets the 
first and third Mondays of  
each month at the 4-H Fair-
grounds Building starting 
in October. During winter 
months, the club will meet 
the 1st  Mondays after 
school at the Extension Of-

fice, 3:45 to 5:15 p.m. Please 
call office for location.

ART CLUB- Come join 
the fun of  creating spec-
tacular things from your 
imagination. Painting, 
sculpting, paper mache, 
coloring, carving, water-
colors, and more! Club 
meets the first Wednesday 
of  each month after school 
at the office.

SEWING CLUB/Make-It-
&-Take-It- If  you would like 
to learn how to sew a sim-
ple pair of  pants, shorts, 
or skirt or non-clothing 
items like pillow cases, 
laundry bags, and purses, 
then this is the club for 
you! You will learn the 
basic use of  a sewing ma-
chine, how to read a pat-
tern, and how to construct 
an outfit. Educational 
programs will be given to 
learn the different tools 
of  sewing as well as how 
to sew different stitches 
and to put in zippers or 
button holes. Monthly fall 
project days on Saturdays 
and weekly meetings on 

Mondays and Thursdays 
starting in January.

STEM Club- If  you have 
an interest in science, 
technology, engineering 
and/or math, then you 
will love the STEM club! 
In this club you will learn 
all about STEM through 
building, programming 
and different experiments. 
This club will meet on the 
last Tuesday of  the month.

GetFit Club- Fun physi-
cal activities as well as 
creating healthy snacks. 
During the cold winter 
months, This club is a 
great opportunity to get 
active. Club meets during 
January and February.

RABBIT & POULTRY 
CLUB- Come find out lots 
of  cool things about rab-
bits and poultry in our 
club meetings. Learn how 
to care for these animals 
and how to show them. We 
love to see all the rabbits 
and have a great time with 
the  chickens. Club meet-
ing times and dates are to 
be determined.

PINTEREST CLUB- Ideas 
are taken from the Pinter-
est social media site. Past 
meetings included crafts, 
cooking, upcycling, and 
creating bird feeders. Club 
meets the 4th Wednesday 
of  each month.

PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB- 
If  you enjoy taking pic-
tures and want to learn 
more about using a cam-
era, the Photography Club 
is the place to be. We focus 
on developing a photog-
rapher’s eye in addition 
to learning the best edit-
ing methods. Field trips 
within the county are 
scheduled. Please bring a 
digital camera if  you have 
one; the office will sup-
ply cameras to borrow if  
needed. Meetings are held 
the third Tuesday of  each 
month at the Extension 
Office after school.

BEGINNING COOKING 
CLUB- The Cooking Club 
meets once a month to 
explore tasty treats. The 
basics of  how to correctly  
prepare dishes will be 

taught, as well as serving 
sizes, nutrition, and read-
ing labels. The best part…
eating what was  prepared! 
This club meets monthly 
on the third Wednesday af-
ter school at the Extension 
Office.

LIVESTOCK CLUB- 
This club teaches youth 
the   proper care of  cattle, 
swine, goats, sheep, and 
dairy cows. Many educa-
tional classes are offered 
as well as being instructed 
in how to show your ani-
mals. The club meets after 
school the fourth Tuesday 
of  each month at the Ex-
tension Office.

NATURAL RESOUCRES 
CLUB- The club will meet 
the first Tuesday of  each 
month after school. Top-
ics discussed include: ani-
mals, insects, trees, water, 
soil, and other natural 
resources. Some meetings 
will include a field trip in 
the county…be prepared 
to be outside and get dirty!

4-H clubs offer something for everyone

The Henry County 4-H offers 
clubs for a variety of interests and 
activities.

Since its proclamation 
by Franklin D. Roosevelt 
in 1944, the U.S. has annu-
ally recognized National 
Farm Safety and Health 
Week.  This year, we cel-
ebrate farm safety week 
this week to cultivate 
awareness about farm 
safety issues across the 
state and country. While 
farm safety and mental 
health are important top-
ics every day, this week 
serves to shed light on the 
unique challenges farm-
ers experience as they 
produce food, fiber, and 
fuel for our nation. Dur-
ing National Farm Safe-
ty and Health Week we 
should remember the im-
portance of  mental health 
by reflecting on five action 
steps: 

• Recognizing rural 
mental health challenges 

• Identifying farm stress 
• Understanding how 

stress affects our brain 
and body 

• Learning how to cope 
with stress 

• Knowing how to man-
age mental health chal-

lenges 
When it comes to rural 

mental health challenges, 
many of  our fellow farm-
ers and community mem-
bers often suffer in silence 
and feel powerless. In the 
worst cases, we may not 
recognize the struggles of  
our fellow farmers, fam-
ily, or community mem-
bers or even know how 
to help. However, helping 
a fellow farmer, a family, 
or community member 
can be as simple as watch-
ing the sunrise.  Some ex-
amples of  mental health 
challenges may include 
excess worry, fears about 
the future, increased sad-
ness, problems sleeping, 
unexplained fatigue, or 
difficulty solving prob-
lems. Unique farm stress-
ors can include machin-
ery breakdown, problems 
with livestock, too much 
rain, or difficulties in 
managing farm finances. 
People under high stress 
may seem distant or not 
themselves. It’s important 
to recognize that stress 
puts us into survival 

mode, impairs our abil-
ity to make decisions, and 
can affect our ability to 
farm. 

To combat farm stress 
and mental health chal-
lenges, we could offer to 
help on the farm, volun-
teer at our church, take 
them a meal, or grab a 
cup of  coffee. When we do 
these things, we are help-
ing our friends and com-
munity members cope 
with stress and helping 
our brain and bodies re-
cover. However, this may 
not work for everyone.  
If  we notice our family 
members, friends, or fel-
low farmers struggling 
with their daily responsi-
bilities or are having trou-
ble handling life, then it 
may be time to encourage 
them to see their medical 
provider or a professional 
equipped to deal with 
mental health challenges.  

References: 
https://www.necasag.

org/nationalfarmsafety-
andhealthweek/ 

https://988lifeline.org/ 
Sources: Dr. Paul Nor-

rod, Extension Special-
ist for Rural Health and 
Farm Safety; and Laura 
Weddle, Extension Special-
ist for Farm Stress and Ru-
ral Mental Health

National Farm Safety and Health Week

everyone that football, and 
sports in general, is more 
than a game. 

I can’t leave out the Hen-
ry County and Eminence 
cross country teams or the 
Henry County golf  teams. 
The runners for the Wild-
cats, coached by Shawn 
Golden, and Warriors, led 
by Jason Reed, continue to 
shave time off  their race 
times as each week passes. 
The elementary teams for 
both schools have some 
speedy runners to watch, 
and I know they will be 
names we will hear over 

and over as they get older.
The golf  teams recently 

competed in the NCKC 
tournament. The girls 
team, helmed by Russ 
Hosey, finished second 
and the boys, coached by 
Vincent Woods, took fifth 
place. The course was 
tough, but each golfer put 
up a great effort at Cardi-
nal Hills Golf  Course in 
Trimble County. Logan 
Woods and Emily Herbert 
were named to the all-
conference team, tying for 
the fifth-best score in their 
respective sections. Both 
teams have a bright future 
with young golfers show-
ing promise of  performing 
well in the coming years.

Despite the varying re-
cords, obstacles and suc-
cesses of  each fall sports 
team, one thing every 
group has in common is 
unwavering determina-
tion and grit. Each athlete 
and coach have shown that 
quitting is not an option, 
even when times get tough. 

I think we can follow the 
example set by each team 
and embody Valvano’s 
message in some part of  
our lives. Whatever life 
may throw your way, just 
as Henry County and Emi-
nence have bravely done, 
don’t give up. Don’t ever 
give up. 

Hooven
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By Robb Hoff
The Henry County 

Public Library in Emi-
nence is now offering 
“The Writers’ Table” 
writers’ group for those 
who seek feedback from 
their written work and 
want to develop their 
craft. The group meets 
the first Monday of  the 
month at 6 p.m. in the li-
brary Genealogy Room.

Adult services librar-
ian Cara Woods formed 
the writers’ group based 
on patron input.

“There are writers of  
all types – lovers of  non-
fiction, lovers of  fiction. 
We want to be as inclu-
sive as we can,” she said.

The first writers’ 
group met earlier this 
month. Aspiring author 
Olivia Herrell read her 
flash fiction work en-
titled, “Watcher,” which 
left the room wondering 
what sort of  thriller ac-
tion would happen next 
if  the story were devel-

oped further.
“I really do flash fic-

tion, which is 300 words 
or less. Quick ideas. 
Quick writing,” she said.

Desmond Richardson 
read from his short story 
work-in-progress, set-
ting a scene that evoked 
a stark landscape with 
terror lurking on the ho-
rizon for those captured 
within the reality about 
to reveal itself.

For Richardson, the 
writers’ group is an op-
portunity to gain insight 
about the writing craft: 
“Maybe tips on structure 
– fundamentals, really.”

The writers’ group 
marks the return of  
adult library program-
ming at the library after 
a hiatus for the past two 
years.

“We are now resum-
ing programming for 
adults,” said Woods, who 
spent eight years with 
the Madison County 
Public Library in Ken-

tucky before coming to 
Eminence.

For Herrell, the re-
sumption of  adult li-
brary programming 
with the start of  a writ-
ers’ group is welcomed: 
“I always wanted one 
in Henry County. It just 
never happened.”

Until now.
Herrell has spent sev-

en years with a writers’ 
group in Oldham County. 
Now that “The Writers’ 
Table” is up and run-
ning, perhaps Herrell 
and other writers will 
enjoy a writers’ group 
opportunity closer to 
home.

The group is scheduled 
to meet next on Monday, 
Oct. 3 at 6 p.m. The agen-
da for meetings includes 
readings in addition to 
icebreaker exercises, 
writing prompts and re-
source sharing for writ-
ers.

Library starts writers’ group

Photo Robb Hoff
Olivia Herrell reads her “flash fiction” during the Henry County Public Library 
“The Writers’ Table” writers’ group meeting as Cara Woods and Desmond Rich-
ardson listen.
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Preparing for tax season
is half the battle

Now is the time when 
we start thinking about 
filing our income taxes 
from the previous year. 
Even though it’s an 
annual event, it can cause 
anxiety for many, espe-
cially in light of pandem-
ic-related circumstances. 
By preparing now, you 
can ease the process for 
yourself and your tax pre-
parer.  

Begin by gathering the 
necessary forms includ-
ing your Social Security 
number and that of your 
spouse if filing jointly, 
plus the number(s) of 
your dependent(s). In 
addition to your W-2 
or like form, you want 
to include information 
about any interest you 
earned from savings 
accounts, stocks, mutual 
funds and virtual curren-
cy transactions, as these 
are also taxable. You will 
need to gather other 
1099 forms from any 
earned compensation, 
including unemployment 
compensation, pension 
distributions, annuity or 
retirement plan or con-
tract employment. 

Depending on your 
circumstances, addi-
tional forms you may 
need for 2022 include 
Form 1095-A, Health 
Insurance Marketplace 
Statement, to reconcile 
advance premium tax 
credits for coverage, Let-
ter 6419 to reconcile 
your 2021 advance Child 
Tax Credit payments, 
and Letter 6475 that 
details your 2021 Eco-
nomic Impact Payment 

to determine whether 
you are eligible to claim 
the Recovery Rebate 
Credit. 

One of the largest 
deductions many people 
can claim is mortgage 
interest. If you have a 
mortgage, you should 
have a 1098 form from 
your lender specifying 
how much interest you 
paid in the last year.  

Your goal should be to 
break even at tax time, 
which means you don’t 
receive a big refund from 
the state or federal gov-
ernment and you don’t 
have to write a big check 
to either or both.  

Every year, thousands 
of taxpayers get refunds. 
While some consider 
overpaying in taxes on 
their paycheck a form of 
forced savings, you may 
want to consider how 
you could use this money 
throughout the year. The 
extra money could help 
you with such things as 
building your personal 
savings or emergency 
fund, making an extra 
house payment or paying 
off debt. To change your 
tax withholding, you will 
need to file a new W-4 
form with your employer.  

If you expect a refund 
this year, know that dif-
ferent factors may impact 
when you receive your 
return. The IRS issues 
most refunds in under 21 
days, however the IRS 
cautions taxpayers not to 
rely on receiving a refund 
by a certain date, espe-
cially when making major 
purchases or paying bills. 

Returns that require 
additional review can 
take longer, especially in 
light of the record num-
ber of identity theft and 
refund fraud brought 
about by the pandemic. 
Further, by law refunds 
for people claiming the 
Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC) or Addi-
tional Child Tax Credit 
(ACTC) can’t be issued 
before mid-February.  

To receive your refund 
quickly, file your taxes 
electronically as early 
as possible and have it 
deposited directly into 
your checking account.   

If you owe the IRS 
money this year, you may 
want to consider chang-
ing your withholding sta-
tus with your employer. 
This will allow more 
money to be taken out of 
your check throughout 
the year, so you’re not 
hit with a big payment 
next year.  

For Kentucky victims 
of severe storms, straight-
line winds, flooding and 
tornadoes in 2021, you 
may be eligible for Tax 
Disaster Relief from the 
IRS. To learn if you qual-
ify, visit https://www.
i r s . g o v / n e w s r o o m /
irs-announces-tax-relief-
for-kentucky-victims-of-
severe-storms-straight-
line-winds-flooding-and-
tornadoes.  

For general informa-
tion on filing taxes this 
year, visit https://www.
irs.gov/newsroom/top-
5-things-to-remember-
when-filing-income-tax-
returns-in-2022.  

To get more infor-
mation on family finan-
cial topics, contact the 
Extension office at (502) 
845-2811

Source: Nichole Huff, 
extension specialist for 
family resource manage-
ment.

Krista Perry
Family and Consumer Sciences

4-H Shooting Sports Camp 

The 4-H Shooting 
Sports Camp will be 
held April 6-9, 2022. 
The camp is held at Lake 
Cumberland 4-H Camp 
in Jabez, Ky. The camp is 
open to youth ages 9 to 
13 or through 8th grade. 
Those attending can look 
forward to shooting the 
following disciplines each 
day:  archery, pistol, rifle, 
shotgun, black powder, 
hunter challenge and 
night hikes. Additional 
program highlights for 
the week include camp-
fires, survival skills, 
nature crafts, heritage 
foods and more.

If you are a member of 
the 4-H Shooting Sports 
Club or want to learn 
how to shoot a gun in a 
safe environment this is 
the place to start. Camp-
ers will learn responsible 

and safe firearm handling 
from certified adult and 
teen instructors. Safety is 
the main theme of the 
camp. All the equipment 
and ammunition are 
provided.  There is no 
experience necessary to 
attend.

The cost of the camp 
is $210.  The registra-
tion form can be found 
at the following website 
www.henr ycounty4h.
com or picked up at the 
office. Registration forms 
are due to the extension 
office by March 11.  If 
you have any questions, 
please contact the office 
at 845-2811.

Small Engine Club 
Beginning:  During 
the month of March 
beginning on Wednes-
day, March 9, Travis 
Buchanan will be lead-

ing a small engine club 
focusing on servicing 
lawn mowers, weed eat-
ers and leaf blowers for 
spring. There is limited 
space for participants 
so please call 845-2811 
to sign up. The first 10 
will complete the group. 
The club will meet at the 
maintenance garage at 
the Harry Hill Park fol-
lowing school till 5:15. 
Please wear old clothes, 
chances are you will get 
dirty.

Upcoming 4-H 
Opportunities

Feb. 22, Wed. -   Get 
Fit (last meeting of the 
year) office from 3:45 - 
5:15 p.m.

Pinterest, crafting fun, 
office from 3:45 - 5:15 
p.m.

Feb. 24, Thur.  -  Sew-
ing Club, office 3:45 - 
5:15 p.m.

Feb. 28, Mon.  -  Sew-
ing Club, office 3:45 - 
5:15 p.m.

Mar. 1, Tues.  -  Natu-
ral Resources Club, office 
3:45 – 5:15 p.m.

Mar. 2   Wed.   – Art 
Club, office 3:45 - 5:15 
p.m.

Join us Monday, 
February 28, 2022 at 
6:30PM at the Henry 
County Extension 
office for the Cattle-
men’s meeting. The 
guest speaker will be 
Dave Maples, VP of the 
Kentucky Cattlemen’s 
Association and a meal 
will be provided; there-
fore, please call the 
Extension Office (502) 
845-2811 by February 
25 to register.

The group sold food 
and lemonade at two 
car cruises, raffled off 
fire pits, collected at 
Light Up Shelbyville 
and the Dickens at 
the Renaissance Fair 
at Christmastime, and 
sold Hometown Pizza 
booklets. They also 
picked up trash for 
the City of Eminence 
and the county to get 
money for the event.

But the group also 

gives back to the com-
munity. At the car 
cruise in October, Proj-
ect Prom gave away 
$400 of candy. 

The senior class pays 
for the prom, sched-
uled for early May, with 
its own fundraisers, but 
parents, grandparents, 
guardians and com-
munity-minded folk 
banded together to 
sponsor Project Prom 
Eminence. 

“We do this because 
we want our kids to 
be safe, to promote a 
drug and alcohol-free 
event,” said Connie 
Nation, one of the 
organizers. 

Henry County Cattlemens Meeting

percent, while EIS 
respondents, 63 certi-
fied employees, ranked 
it last, at 34 percent. 

At least to some 
degree, 64 percent of 
educators statewide are 
concerned about their 
own emotional well-
being, and 75 percent 
responded they are 
concerned about the 
emotional well-being of 
their colleagues. More 
than 38,000 certified 
workers answered the 
survey, and 33,000 
were teachers. 

“Our educators are 
raising the alarm that 
they need urgent help,” 
said Jason E. Glass, 
commissioner of educa-
tion. “Teachers across 
the state are stressed, 
overworked, underpaid 
and underappreciated. 
Our profession is hurt-
ing and we are at risk of 
losing more educators.”

“Considering the 
environment that we¹re 
in, I think the response 
rate is impressive,” 
said Byron Darnall, 
associate commis-
sioner in the Office 
Educator Licensure and 
Effectiveness at KDE.

KDE said the sur-
vey is a tool with the 
purpose of making 
improvements in specif-
ic districts and/or indi-
vidual schools.  “This is 
not a statewide assess-
ment; it’s a snapshot 
in time to be used as a 
tool at the local level,” 
Darnall said. 

“One way we are 
addressing this is by 
having our schools sub-
mit a needs assessment. 
This will let us know 
what resources are 
needed for individual 
schools as well as from 
a district perspective,” 
said HCPS Assistant 
Superintendent Chelsey 
Tingle. “In addition, 
we are continually ask-
ing and garnering feed-
back from the staff and 
we stay transparent in 
our communication to 
ensure clarity of where 
we are, where we want 
to be and what we will 
do to get there.”  

Glass said the 
data put into per-
spective the level of 
stress educators and 
school staff are deal-
ing with throughout 
the Commonwealth, 
according to a KDE 
news release.

“We have to be sup-
portive of one another,” 
he said. “We have to 
do our best to lift one 
another up and not get 
more hardened than 
we already are. ... Just 
know that your efforts 
are greatly appreciated 
and the things you are 
doing in your commu-
nities and schools are 
definitely noticed.”

Out of 175 Henry 
County Public Schools 
certified employees, 
130 responded to the 
survey. 

All except one HCPS 
favorability rating ticked 
up, some by double 
digits. Only the ques-

tion about educating 
students trended down 
by 10 points for the 
2020 survey.

“We are thrilled to 
see such positive results 
and the one dip we had 
mirrored the state’s. 
It’s easy to see how the 
state would have a dip 
in educating all stu-
dents due to the impact 
COVID has had on 
education,” Tingle said. 
“It’s hard to believe, 
but as an example, a 
current seventh grade 
student has not had a 
“normal” year since the 
fourth grade.”  

“When looking at our 
overall results, we of 
course are very pleased 
with the improved 
scores especially dur-
ing one of the most 
unique times in educa-
tional history. In look-
ing at the big picture 
comparison, overall we 
scored more positively 
than the state aver-
age and area districts,” 
HCPS Superintendent 
Masters said. “Too 
often districts function 
as a system of schools 
as compared to a school 
system, but our scores 
illustrate we go beyond 
being a successful 
school district - we are 
family.”  

Eminence 
Independent Schools 
doesn’t think new ini-
tiatives are needed, 
said Dr. Buddy Berry, 
EIS superintendent 
via email. “We’ve fol-
lowed up on this data 
by conducting inter-
views with our staff and 
speaking to our teacher 
voice team. We believe 
that the pandemic has 
taken a real toll on 
what it means to be an 
Eminence student. The 
School on Fire model 
is based on a hands-on, 
passion based, interac-
tive learning model. 
Everything about the 
pandemic has forced 
us to be something we 
aren’t. We’ve been told 
to separate students 
into rows, keep them 
from working together, 
minimize interactions. 
The pandemic basically 
made us have to lead 
our school in a much 
more traditional envi-
ronment. Our hope 
is that every month 
becomes more and 
more normal. We don’t 
need anything new as 
much as we need to 
return back to every-
thing that made us so 
special to begin with. 
That journey back to 
being “on fire” has 
already started and is 
gaining momentum 
every day.”

When broad catego-
ries are drilled down, 
HCPS staff responded 
with “91% surety that 
its leaders have the best 
interests of the school 
in mind and 94% stated 
that when challenges 
arise in their personal 
lives, school leaders are 
understanding and sup-
portive.”

“Looking at the big-
ger picture, HCPS was 
significantly higher 
than the state average 
regarding how positive 
the working environ-

ment is and that speaks 
volumes especially in 
light of the impact 
COVID has had on 
everyone,” said Masters. 
“Showing so much 
growth in so many 
areas shows that we are 
listening to the needs of 
students, staff and our 
community and more 
importantly, responding 
appropriately.”  

COVID-19 pin-
pointed the importance 
of social-emotional sup-
port for students and 
staff.

“We often think of 
well-being and belong-
ing as the perception of 
how we believe others 
perceive us. However, 
the questions in the 
survey actually focused 
on the impact of the 
time we are in and the 
concern that yourself 
and/or others may be 
struggling,” Masters 
said. “It was actually 
reassuring to see that 
overall, individuals were 
doing well and deal-
ing with changes due 
to COVID 19 favor-
ably. This was really 
illustrated with the final 
question that asked how 
much an individual felt 
like they belonged at 
his/her school where 
our results were higher 
than the state average.” 

On a bright note, 
however, 70% of the 
respondents across the 
state reported favorably 
for the sense of belong-
ing at their current 
school.

“We often think of 
well-being and belong-
ing as the perception of 
how we believe others 
perceive us. However, 
the questions in the 
survey actually focused 
on the impact of the 
time we are in and the 
concern that yourself 
and/or others may be 
struggling,” Masters 
said.

The resources score 
highlights a broad band 
from facilities and man-
power to materials and 
technology. 

When it comes to 
resources, that can 
be a wide range from 
facilities, manpower and 
materials to technology.  

“While the results 
are not unexpected in 
the midst of a global 
pandemic, they clearly 
show the strong effect 
the pandemic has had 
on educators,” Darnall 
said.

“We are thankful to 
our teachers and other 
staff for taking the time 
to take the survey. We 
also appreciate our 
school leaders for being 
vulnerable enough to 
consider the feedback 
and use it to drive 
improvement.”

Forty percent said 
they didn’t feel effective 
at their job. 

“Our educators are 
not getting what they 
need,” said Glass. 
“Now is the time for 
innovation and action 
to save the teaching 
profession and support 
them as they support 
our students and build 
the future workforce of 
Kentucky.”

STRESSED
FROM PAGE A2

HCPS

• Staff-leadership rela-
tionships – 85 percent, 
up 14 percent from the 
2020 survey, the largest 
increase. 

• School leadership – 
75 percent, up 12 points.

• Managing student 
behavior – 71 percent, 
up 1 percent.

• School climate – 69 
percent, up 11 percent 
from the last survey. 

• Educating all stu-
dents – 63 percent, 
down 10 points from 
2020. 

• Professional learn-
ing – 63 percent, up 5 
points.

• Feedback and coach-
ing – 61 percent, up 6.

• Emotional well-being 
and belonging - 55 per-
cent. No data listed to 
compare. 

• Resources – 43 per-
cent, up 1 point from 
2020. 

EIS

• Staff-leadership rela-
tionships – 84 percent, 
down 2 points from 
2020.

• School climate – 58 
percent, down 14 per-
cent.

• School leadership 
– 58 percent, down 11 
points.

• Educating all stu-
dents – 55 percent, 
down 22 percent.

• Managing student 
behavior – 52 percent, 
down 13 points.

• Professional learning 
– 50 percent, down 16.

• Resources – 47 per-
cent, down 15 points. 

• Feedback and coach-
ing – 35 percent, 28 
down.

• Emotional well-being 
and belonging – 34 per-
cent. No data listed to 
compare. 

STATEWIDE

• Staff-leadership rela-
tionships – 76 percent 
favorable, no change 
from the 2020 survey. 

• Educating all stu-
dents – 67 percent, 
down 7 points. 

• Managing student 
behavior – 65 percent, 
no change.

• School leadership 
– 64 percent, down 2 
points.

• School climate – 60 
percent, down 2 percent. 

• Professional learning 
– 57 percent, down 2.

• Feedback and 
Coaching – 55 percent, 
down 1 point.

• Resources – 49 per-
cent, 3 percent higher 
than 2020, the greatest 
increase. 

• Emotional well-being 
and belonging – 41 per-
cent. 
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Preparing for tax season
is half the battle

Now is the time when 
we start thinking about 
filing our income taxes 
from the previous year. 
Even though it’s an 
annual event, it can cause 
anxiety for many, espe-
cially in light of pandem-
ic-related circumstances. 
By preparing now, you 
can ease the process for 
yourself and your tax pre-
parer.  

Begin by gathering the 
necessary forms includ-
ing your Social Security 
number and that of your 
spouse if filing jointly, 
plus the number(s) of 
your dependent(s). In 
addition to your W-2 
or like form, you want 
to include information 
about any interest you 
earned from savings 
accounts, stocks, mutual 
funds and virtual curren-
cy transactions, as these 
are also taxable. You will 
need to gather other 
1099 forms from any 
earned compensation, 
including unemployment 
compensation, pension 
distributions, annuity or 
retirement plan or con-
tract employment. 

Depending on your 
circumstances, addi-
tional forms you may 
need for 2022 include 
Form 1095-A, Health 
Insurance Marketplace 
Statement, to reconcile 
advance premium tax 
credits for coverage, Let-
ter 6419 to reconcile 
your 2021 advance Child 
Tax Credit payments, 
and Letter 6475 that 
details your 2021 Eco-
nomic Impact Payment 

to determine whether 
you are eligible to claim 
the Recovery Rebate 
Credit. 

One of the largest 
deductions many people 
can claim is mortgage 
interest. If you have a 
mortgage, you should 
have a 1098 form from 
your lender specifying 
how much interest you 
paid in the last year.  

Your goal should be to 
break even at tax time, 
which means you don’t 
receive a big refund from 
the state or federal gov-
ernment and you don’t 
have to write a big check 
to either or both.  

Every year, thousands 
of taxpayers get refunds. 
While some consider 
overpaying in taxes on 
their paycheck a form of 
forced savings, you may 
want to consider how 
you could use this money 
throughout the year. The 
extra money could help 
you with such things as 
building your personal 
savings or emergency 
fund, making an extra 
house payment or paying 
off debt. To change your 
tax withholding, you will 
need to file a new W-4 
form with your employer.  

If you expect a refund 
this year, know that dif-
ferent factors may impact 
when you receive your 
return. The IRS issues 
most refunds in under 21 
days, however the IRS 
cautions taxpayers not to 
rely on receiving a refund 
by a certain date, espe-
cially when making major 
purchases or paying bills. 

Returns that require 
additional review can 
take longer, especially in 
light of the record num-
ber of identity theft and 
refund fraud brought 
about by the pandemic. 
Further, by law refunds 
for people claiming the 
Earned Income Tax 
Credit (EITC) or Addi-
tional Child Tax Credit 
(ACTC) can’t be issued 
before mid-February.  

To receive your refund 
quickly, file your taxes 
electronically as early 
as possible and have it 
deposited directly into 
your checking account.   

If you owe the IRS 
money this year, you may 
want to consider chang-
ing your withholding sta-
tus with your employer. 
This will allow more 
money to be taken out of 
your check throughout 
the year, so you’re not 
hit with a big payment 
next year.  

For Kentucky victims 
of severe storms, straight-
line winds, flooding and 
tornadoes in 2021, you 
may be eligible for Tax 
Disaster Relief from the 
IRS. To learn if you qual-
ify, visit https://www.
i r s . g o v / n e w s r o o m /
irs-announces-tax-relief-
for-kentucky-victims-of-
severe-storms-straight-
line-winds-flooding-and-
tornadoes.  

For general informa-
tion on filing taxes this 
year, visit https://www.
irs.gov/newsroom/top-
5-things-to-remember-
when-filing-income-tax-
returns-in-2022.  

To get more infor-
mation on family finan-
cial topics, contact the 
Extension office at (502) 
845-2811

Source: Nichole Huff, 
extension specialist for 
family resource manage-
ment.

Krista Perry
Family and Consumer Sciences

4-H Shooting Sports Camp 

The 4-H Shooting 
Sports Camp will be 
held April 6-9, 2022. 
The camp is held at Lake 
Cumberland 4-H Camp 
in Jabez, Ky. The camp is 
open to youth ages 9 to 
13 or through 8th grade. 
Those attending can look 
forward to shooting the 
following disciplines each 
day:  archery, pistol, rifle, 
shotgun, black powder, 
hunter challenge and 
night hikes. Additional 
program highlights for 
the week include camp-
fires, survival skills, 
nature crafts, heritage 
foods and more.

If you are a member of 
the 4-H Shooting Sports 
Club or want to learn 
how to shoot a gun in a 
safe environment this is 
the place to start. Camp-
ers will learn responsible 

and safe firearm handling 
from certified adult and 
teen instructors. Safety is 
the main theme of the 
camp. All the equipment 
and ammunition are 
provided.  There is no 
experience necessary to 
attend.

The cost of the camp 
is $210.  The registra-
tion form can be found 
at the following website 
www.henr ycounty4h.
com or picked up at the 
office. Registration forms 
are due to the extension 
office by March 11.  If 
you have any questions, 
please contact the office 
at 845-2811.

Small Engine Club 
Beginning:  During 
the month of March 
beginning on Wednes-
day, March 9, Travis 
Buchanan will be lead-

ing a small engine club 
focusing on servicing 
lawn mowers, weed eat-
ers and leaf blowers for 
spring. There is limited 
space for participants 
so please call 845-2811 
to sign up. The first 10 
will complete the group. 
The club will meet at the 
maintenance garage at 
the Harry Hill Park fol-
lowing school till 5:15. 
Please wear old clothes, 
chances are you will get 
dirty.

Upcoming 4-H 
Opportunities

Feb. 22, Wed. -   Get 
Fit (last meeting of the 
year) office from 3:45 - 
5:15 p.m.

Pinterest, crafting fun, 
office from 3:45 - 5:15 
p.m.

Feb. 24, Thur.  -  Sew-
ing Club, office 3:45 - 
5:15 p.m.

Feb. 28, Mon.  -  Sew-
ing Club, office 3:45 - 
5:15 p.m.

Mar. 1, Tues.  -  Natu-
ral Resources Club, office 
3:45 – 5:15 p.m.

Mar. 2   Wed.   – Art 
Club, office 3:45 - 5:15 
p.m.

Join us Monday, 
February 28, 2022 at 
6:30PM at the Henry 
County Extension 
office for the Cattle-
men’s meeting. The 
guest speaker will be 
Dave Maples, VP of the 
Kentucky Cattlemen’s 
Association and a meal 
will be provided; there-
fore, please call the 
Extension Office (502) 
845-2811 by February 
25 to register.

The group sold food 
and lemonade at two 
car cruises, raffled off 
fire pits, collected at 
Light Up Shelbyville 
and the Dickens at 
the Renaissance Fair 
at Christmastime, and 
sold Hometown Pizza 
booklets. They also 
picked up trash for 
the City of Eminence 
and the county to get 
money for the event.

But the group also 

gives back to the com-
munity. At the car 
cruise in October, Proj-
ect Prom gave away 
$400 of candy. 

The senior class pays 
for the prom, sched-
uled for early May, with 
its own fundraisers, but 
parents, grandparents, 
guardians and com-
munity-minded folk 
banded together to 
sponsor Project Prom 
Eminence. 

“We do this because 
we want our kids to 
be safe, to promote a 
drug and alcohol-free 
event,” said Connie 
Nation, one of the 
organizers. 

Henry County Cattlemens Meeting

percent, while EIS 
respondents, 63 certi-
fied employees, ranked 
it last, at 34 percent. 

At least to some 
degree, 64 percent of 
educators statewide are 
concerned about their 
own emotional well-
being, and 75 percent 
responded they are 
concerned about the 
emotional well-being of 
their colleagues. More 
than 38,000 certified 
workers answered the 
survey, and 33,000 
were teachers. 

“Our educators are 
raising the alarm that 
they need urgent help,” 
said Jason E. Glass, 
commissioner of educa-
tion. “Teachers across 
the state are stressed, 
overworked, underpaid 
and underappreciated. 
Our profession is hurt-
ing and we are at risk of 
losing more educators.”

“Considering the 
environment that we¹re 
in, I think the response 
rate is impressive,” 
said Byron Darnall, 
associate commis-
sioner in the Office 
Educator Licensure and 
Effectiveness at KDE.

KDE said the sur-
vey is a tool with the 
purpose of making 
improvements in specif-
ic districts and/or indi-
vidual schools.  “This is 
not a statewide assess-
ment; it’s a snapshot 
in time to be used as a 
tool at the local level,” 
Darnall said. 

“One way we are 
addressing this is by 
having our schools sub-
mit a needs assessment. 
This will let us know 
what resources are 
needed for individual 
schools as well as from 
a district perspective,” 
said HCPS Assistant 
Superintendent Chelsey 
Tingle. “In addition, 
we are continually ask-
ing and garnering feed-
back from the staff and 
we stay transparent in 
our communication to 
ensure clarity of where 
we are, where we want 
to be and what we will 
do to get there.”  

Glass said the 
data put into per-
spective the level of 
stress educators and 
school staff are deal-
ing with throughout 
the Commonwealth, 
according to a KDE 
news release.

“We have to be sup-
portive of one another,” 
he said. “We have to 
do our best to lift one 
another up and not get 
more hardened than 
we already are. ... Just 
know that your efforts 
are greatly appreciated 
and the things you are 
doing in your commu-
nities and schools are 
definitely noticed.”

Out of 175 Henry 
County Public Schools 
certified employees, 
130 responded to the 
survey. 

All except one HCPS 
favorability rating ticked 
up, some by double 
digits. Only the ques-

tion about educating 
students trended down 
by 10 points for the 
2020 survey.

“We are thrilled to 
see such positive results 
and the one dip we had 
mirrored the state’s. 
It’s easy to see how the 
state would have a dip 
in educating all stu-
dents due to the impact 
COVID has had on 
education,” Tingle said. 
“It’s hard to believe, 
but as an example, a 
current seventh grade 
student has not had a 
“normal” year since the 
fourth grade.”  

“When looking at our 
overall results, we of 
course are very pleased 
with the improved 
scores especially dur-
ing one of the most 
unique times in educa-
tional history. In look-
ing at the big picture 
comparison, overall we 
scored more positively 
than the state aver-
age and area districts,” 
HCPS Superintendent 
Masters said. “Too 
often districts function 
as a system of schools 
as compared to a school 
system, but our scores 
illustrate we go beyond 
being a successful 
school district - we are 
family.”  

Eminence 
Independent Schools 
doesn’t think new ini-
tiatives are needed, 
said Dr. Buddy Berry, 
EIS superintendent 
via email. “We’ve fol-
lowed up on this data 
by conducting inter-
views with our staff and 
speaking to our teacher 
voice team. We believe 
that the pandemic has 
taken a real toll on 
what it means to be an 
Eminence student. The 
School on Fire model 
is based on a hands-on, 
passion based, interac-
tive learning model. 
Everything about the 
pandemic has forced 
us to be something we 
aren’t. We’ve been told 
to separate students 
into rows, keep them 
from working together, 
minimize interactions. 
The pandemic basically 
made us have to lead 
our school in a much 
more traditional envi-
ronment. Our hope 
is that every month 
becomes more and 
more normal. We don’t 
need anything new as 
much as we need to 
return back to every-
thing that made us so 
special to begin with. 
That journey back to 
being “on fire” has 
already started and is 
gaining momentum 
every day.”

When broad catego-
ries are drilled down, 
HCPS staff responded 
with “91% surety that 
its leaders have the best 
interests of the school 
in mind and 94% stated 
that when challenges 
arise in their personal 
lives, school leaders are 
understanding and sup-
portive.”

“Looking at the big-
ger picture, HCPS was 
significantly higher 
than the state average 
regarding how positive 
the working environ-

ment is and that speaks 
volumes especially in 
light of the impact 
COVID has had on 
everyone,” said Masters. 
“Showing so much 
growth in so many 
areas shows that we are 
listening to the needs of 
students, staff and our 
community and more 
importantly, responding 
appropriately.”  

COVID-19 pin-
pointed the importance 
of social-emotional sup-
port for students and 
staff.

“We often think of 
well-being and belong-
ing as the perception of 
how we believe others 
perceive us. However, 
the questions in the 
survey actually focused 
on the impact of the 
time we are in and the 
concern that yourself 
and/or others may be 
struggling,” Masters 
said. “It was actually 
reassuring to see that 
overall, individuals were 
doing well and deal-
ing with changes due 
to COVID 19 favor-
ably. This was really 
illustrated with the final 
question that asked how 
much an individual felt 
like they belonged at 
his/her school where 
our results were higher 
than the state average.” 

On a bright note, 
however, 70% of the 
respondents across the 
state reported favorably 
for the sense of belong-
ing at their current 
school.

“We often think of 
well-being and belong-
ing as the perception of 
how we believe others 
perceive us. However, 
the questions in the 
survey actually focused 
on the impact of the 
time we are in and the 
concern that yourself 
and/or others may be 
struggling,” Masters 
said.

The resources score 
highlights a broad band 
from facilities and man-
power to materials and 
technology. 

When it comes to 
resources, that can 
be a wide range from 
facilities, manpower and 
materials to technology.  

“While the results 
are not unexpected in 
the midst of a global 
pandemic, they clearly 
show the strong effect 
the pandemic has had 
on educators,” Darnall 
said.

“We are thankful to 
our teachers and other 
staff for taking the time 
to take the survey. We 
also appreciate our 
school leaders for being 
vulnerable enough to 
consider the feedback 
and use it to drive 
improvement.”

Forty percent said 
they didn’t feel effective 
at their job. 

“Our educators are 
not getting what they 
need,” said Glass. 
“Now is the time for 
innovation and action 
to save the teaching 
profession and support 
them as they support 
our students and build 
the future workforce of 
Kentucky.”

STRESSED
FROM PAGE A2

HCPS

• Staff-leadership rela-
tionships – 85 percent, 
up 14 percent from the 
2020 survey, the largest 
increase. 

• School leadership – 
75 percent, up 12 points.

• Managing student 
behavior – 71 percent, 
up 1 percent.

• School climate – 69 
percent, up 11 percent 
from the last survey. 

• Educating all stu-
dents – 63 percent, 
down 10 points from 
2020. 

• Professional learn-
ing – 63 percent, up 5 
points.

• Feedback and coach-
ing – 61 percent, up 6.

• Emotional well-being 
and belonging - 55 per-
cent. No data listed to 
compare. 

• Resources – 43 per-
cent, up 1 point from 
2020. 

EIS

• Staff-leadership rela-
tionships – 84 percent, 
down 2 points from 
2020.

• School climate – 58 
percent, down 14 per-
cent.

• School leadership 
– 58 percent, down 11 
points.

• Educating all stu-
dents – 55 percent, 
down 22 percent.

• Managing student 
behavior – 52 percent, 
down 13 points.

• Professional learning 
– 50 percent, down 16.

• Resources – 47 per-
cent, down 15 points. 

• Feedback and coach-
ing – 35 percent, 28 
down.

• Emotional well-being 
and belonging – 34 per-
cent. No data listed to 
compare. 

STATEWIDE

• Staff-leadership rela-
tionships – 76 percent 
favorable, no change 
from the 2020 survey. 

• Educating all stu-
dents – 67 percent, 
down 7 points. 

• Managing student 
behavior – 65 percent, 
no change.

• School leadership 
– 64 percent, down 2 
points.

• School climate – 60 
percent, down 2 percent. 

• Professional learning 
– 57 percent, down 2.

• Feedback and 
Coaching – 55 percent, 
down 1 point.

• Resources – 49 per-
cent, 3 percent higher 
than 2020, the greatest 
increase. 

• Emotional well-being 
and belonging – 41 per-
cent. 
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